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' Prez sez...

By Lyn Morse

Thought for the month from
Harris’ Farmer's Almanac: “The
only reason some people get lo
in thought is because it is unfami

lar territory.” If |
IF can personally em-
phasis the word
:l' SOME in that, I'm
okay with it. If | get
lost in thought be-
cause | cant re-
member where | put
down a piece of pa-
per or a book -
that's something
else — right? Okay,
that's out of the way now.

Let me expound upon some
thing near and dear to my heart
external hard drives. You know
those “electrical boxes” we bac
everything up on so when th
computer crashes we haven't lo
those photographs of the famil
that date back to the beginning ¢
time. Well, let me share with yoy
that I've now had two of them
crash on me: one a Western Dig
tal 1T and the other a La Cie 50

No, I'm ahead of you on this one;

The good thing is that | had re-
cently transferred all photo
from one to the other so each
had a complete set. At this point
though, | am thoroughly con

vinced, and some of you hav

Sept. 22
GENERAl MeEting

heard me say this, “computers

are out to get us.” Remember
StHAL in 2001 Space Odyssey
- Anyhow, to bring this to a con
clusion, | have now backed u
all irreplaceable data (my phor
tos) onto CDs and DVDs — tw
copies! | think things are saf
now.

Relating to backing thing
up, at the last board meeting, (I
was sharing my story and Kerjt
began talking about a ‘new’ typ
of external HD separated int
two parts which did an aut
backup of data. Look for his arti
cle in this issue.

| know that most of you rea
—Kim Komando’s articles in th
, Desert Sun, but for those of yo
K who don’t — do yourself a favo
e and start doing so. You may ngt
stfind all she talks about of inter
y est to you, but you'll probabl
f find something that is. In he
| August 15 column she wrot

about keeping browsing privat
i- by blocking cookies. She has ja
. free email newsletter you migh

they were on different computersg!

Continued on page 2
1

The September 22, general
meeting will begin at 2:00 PM in
Speakers’ Hall.

The speaker will be David
Harris, who will show a time-line
presentation on the history of
computers. David will also discuss
the significance of computerized
medical records.

Bring your membership card.
Don't forget to pick up a ticket at
the door for the door-prize give
away that takes place at the end of
every General meeting.
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Prez sez...

(Continued from page 1)

speak. Computerese is a foreig
language, right? So hearing arj
then seeing is a way to begi

be interested in; go t
www.komando.com/newsletters.
Staying with Ms. Komando’s

Kim Komando's
Freebies

[
d

Here are some links to free
software programs that are listed

)

articles, | found one | had clippe
out earlier this year that was title
“Free Tools Put the Fun Back i
Photography.” She mentione
nine different programs tha
looked interesting, all of whic
can be found
www.komando.com/news.

learning about a computer.
The next time you see Ke

getting ALL the computers u
and running. When power wa
lost a couple of weeks ago,

the computers, of course, l0s
power. Kent not only restarte(
each one, but he then had to T
set each and every one to reco
nize the Phaser again. We’re n

Box. Go, explore and let m
know what you find — in fact, tha
would make a good article for Bit
and Bytes. Others would be deg- ther. So, Kent, here’s a big, puk
lighted to hear what you find. Sent lic thanks for taking care of tha]
any reviews to Jan Grenert; her emergency for all of us.

email is always on the back page  General meetings are bag
of B & B. on the calendar this mont8ep-
tember 22 is the date or just
mark the 4th Tuesday of thi
month, from 2:00 to 4:00 in
Speakers’ Hall. See you there.

In the last few months, we'v
had several people join Let’
Compute as first-time computer
users. There are probably a fe
more that I've not had the pleas-
ure to chat with. What I'm hearin

talking just 30 or 45 minutes eit

on Kim Komando’s web site:

t www.komando.com/downloads

MCDOr:'.ald' you miglghthwaLnt ]EO There are fun and useful programs
give him a special thanks fo that are free and safe for both PC

and Mac.

! Create stick figure animations
st Cartoons and animated movies
| are a blast to watch. But it takes a lot
e-of work to create them. Using a com-
g-puter makes animation a little easier.
bt But the software can be expensive.

It can be difficult to get into com-
- puter animation. You not only have
t to be computer savvy, but artistic to
boot. But don't give up just yet.

Stykz (pronounced: “sticks”) is a
simple computer animation tool. It
lets you create movies with stick fig-
ures. You'll manipulate the figures
and build the animation frame by
frame.

It might sound tedious, but help-
ful tips get you rolling in no time.
The program is still in the beta stage.
Don't be surprised to see a few bugs.
But | didn’'t run into anything that
was a deal breaker.

Cost: Free

Link: www.stykz.net
System: Windows XP and Vista, Mac
OsS X

(Continued on page 3)
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from those few is that they don’
understand the computer lingp -
they hear and would like basi @
classes in PC and Mac. My sug- @]
gestion to them, since there aren’t
always basics being offered, is
attend as many classes as they ga
and listen to the vocabulary and
watch the screen and see wh
happens.

Like any foreign language
hearing improves the ability tg
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The rebates are mailed to y
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any past the expiration date
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About Staples Rebates

Many of our members take advantage of the Stapkizafe
offer. When you register and turn in certain baofl empty
ink cartridges can earn a rebate worth $3 for ezmtridge.

your rebate before it expires, because Staplesnsiilaccept
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Two New Classes

New Mac Class For Word 2007

By Shirley Allan
Several folks have asked for
class on Numbers, part of th
iWork suite. Numbers is Apple'
spreadsheet application. |
tated to develop such a class be-zken Classes 1 thru 4.
cause | didn't know if there woul Basic Lesson 5 will cover

be much_ use for it in our retire paragraph indenting, creating
community (and of course | had t0 1, jjjeted and numbered lists, for

learn it first). Let me say from th color, font features, drag andl

outset that math is not my forteg, drop, page back ground and bar
but | found that it wasn't hard t ders.

learn and also found that there are

By Jan Grenert
a

added to the
' classes written for Word 2007,

More
Kim Komando's

Freebies

hesi- students should already have

_ : Basic Lesson 6 covers head-
some uses that might interest yol. o ¢ and footers, single and doy-

Send e-cards for free

Holidays, birthdays, illness and re-
tirement have one thing in common.
They're all reasons to send greeting
cards. Greeting cards can help you ex-
press almost anything. You can apolo-
gize or thank someone. You can wish
happy holidays or better health.

But sending a greeting card can be a
hassle. First you have to find a store that

Two new classes have begn sells them. Then, you'll pay to send it
Basic series of through the mail. There is a better way

online

You can send e-cards for free.
You'll customize them on the Web. And
then e-mail them to your friends and
family. A number of sites offer cool e-
cards.

t CardFunk

This site offers personalized e-cards.
They feature dancing characters with
blank faces. You get to upload photos of
yourself and friends. Then, place those
faces on the dancing characters. The re-
sults can be pretty funny.

How about a spreadsheet showingp|e columns of text, page watef- CardFunk ~vww.cardfunk.com

your doctor the maximum, miniy mark and Quick Parts.
mum and average of your bloo A re-occurring feature of

pressure readings? That is @ sNaRyord 5 and 6 will be the Show
using the quickie computationy. yige function and how it can

And for those of you that keep nely you identify and fix trouble
membership lists for clubs an spots in a document.

resident groups, a spreadsheet gan
list your members, add new me
bers throughout the vyear, soft
members in alpha order, sho
who has paid their dues and send
emails just by clicking on a
email address in the membershjp
list. This is a beginning clas
which | call Introduction to Num-
berswhich will show you all that

and how to chart a spreadsheet -
(that part is fun, believe it or no written for the newest version|

with colors to play with). A hand Word 2007. Chisel not required|
-on two hour class with handout
of course! Be my guinea pigs for
the first class in September and
help me refine the instruction!

Phreetings

Here you can create customized
photo greeting cards. The site makes it
easy to search through thousands of pho-
tos on Flickr. Choose your favorite for
the greeting card. Then, type your cus-
tom greeting and choose a background
color.

Phreeting phreetings.com
123Greetings

This is more of a traditional e-cards
site. You'll find colorful and animated
cards. And there are hundreds of cards in
a variety of themes. You can customize
the greeting for the recipient. E-mailing
an e-card is fast and easy.

123 Greetings

www.123greetings.com

Remember these classes dreDaySpring

This site offers tons of e-cards with a
religious theme. You'll find Christmas
and Hanukkah cards. You'll also find
cards for other occasions. The cards have
cute Flash animations. And most feature
biblical references.

DaySpring www.dayspring.com/
ecards




PC
SIG

By Terry Kay

Our August 11 meeting had 19 thys making your MagicJack :

interesting members present |

hear and talk about things Interngt
and PC. Several late comers came
in from the popular Rodeo Drive

cocktail hour show.
All three moderators were pre

sent: Kerry Greene, Kent McDonr

ald and Terry Kay. Kent opene
with a list of interesting tidbits

ranging from "Server Farms", to

GM selling on eBay, to "Patch
Tuesday", a regular event by Mi
crosoft, to the introduction of
WiFi on airlines.

Terry was reminded to repor
on his experience with using
Magic Jack, the currently highly
advertised low cost phone syster
Terry reported that the syster
worked as advertised on his rece
vacation trip with a laptop.
MagicJack is simple to install of

any computer and is compatible cation of interest

with existing in-home phonsg
equipment. Just connect your ba

phone line to the MagicJack. The the area.

big benefit is all calls within the

US and Canada are no charg
after an initial annual fee of
$19.95. The cost of thg
MagicJack device is $39.95, in
cluding the device and the 19
year of service; it is refundablg
within a month. A drawback is it
needs a computer and powg
thus will not work during a
power outage. Another issue

the assigned phone number pr|
fix may not be a local prefix,

O LD call for your neighbors.

L

The popularity gain of socia
networking sites was discusse
Five or six attendees indicate
they are currently using one @
them. Facebook became popul
during the last national election
It is stressed to be careful whe

with invites to join.
Kerry took over and de-

L scribed how to enable Tabs i
J Internet Explorer, and how to gg
rid of too many Tool Bars. Kerryf
N.then demonstrated
N using the ‘little
Ntyellow man" on
Google Maps.

! Move him to a lo-

and you will see an
P€actual picture of

yje  Next, Kerry reviewed a neat
program to provide (or get) re-
mote assistance in fixing com-
- puter problems. Ammyy Admin,
it available at
> http://www.ammyy.com/en/

is a highly reliable and very
r, friendly tool for remote computer

access. You can provide remote
S assistance, remote administration
e-or remote teaching for your cli-
ents, employees and friends re-
n gardless of their location. Ammyy
Admin connects remote com-
puters within seconds without any
installation or configuration. You
can view and/or control (using
your keyboard and mouse) any
applications running on the re-
mote computers. Just think, with
this program, Kerry can fix your
computer without coming to your
home!

Kerry finished up the meeting
by explaining a little of the differ-
ences between Vista and IE8.

Of course, this summary
0. would not be possible without the
d great job Pat Palladino does of
f taking notes. Thank you, Pat !!
ar  Our next meeting will be
. September 8, 7 PM in the Com-
n puter Lab.

joining any social network ang |— _— = = == ==
not let them into your email adt |_Find Your Printer Type
dress book. Don't be overcom (From Smart Computing ) ||

Inkjet or Laser?? ||

n

t" Depending on how you intend
to use a printer, you have two

|main choices—inkjet and laser.
As a quick rule of thumb, tholﬂe

|| who plan on creating photos that
will last for years should get an

|| inkjet printer. Those that need |to
print text documents quick
should look into purchasing a F

|| ser printer




hard drive. Using backup soft
ware such as Intego, you c
automate the backup to ke
both drives looking alike. Whe
either drive fails (which is surg
to happen before you expect if)
you simply replace the faileg
drive and tell the software tq
make a new duplicate.
A more appealing backug
solution is a RAID system,
(RAID stands for Redundant Ar
ray of Inexpensive Disks). Nd
software is needed with this
scheme. A RAID-1 system i3
comprised of two drives plug
hardware which mirrors all data

- so it is written simultaneously o
e both drives. Everything is auto
large collections of images. It i$ matic and there is no delay qr
not uncommon to have 10,000 loss of performance. LaCig
images stored on a 500 GB extgr-makes a two-drive 1-terabyte
nal hard drive. Often this drive RAID-1 system for $300, just
holds the one-and-only digital slightly more than the cost of th
copy of these images; perhaps|atwo drives separately. It featur
few selected images are printed onthe fast Firewire 800 interface
paper. Backing up this amount aof used by Macintosh computers, &
data is not feasible with DVDs| well as the more common USB-
Imagine burning 100 DVDs tg 2 interface. LaCie also offers thg
make a backup copy of the 500 RAID systems in larger sizes i
GB hard drive. What happens (f both two-drive and five-drive
this photo archive hard drive fails RAID-6 configurations which
and there is no backup? Yoy are attractive for users with mul
would learn a painful lesson, and tiple computers that share a co
not want to get caught in the sampemon storage system. It is wort
boat again. noting that the RAID-6 systems
Hard drives today are less ex- are more efficient in the use

n
P

By Kent McDonald

The digital camera has en
abled many of us to accumula

pensive and store one thousandstorage and they can withsta
times more data in the same the simultaneous failure of twg
physical package that was used 15drives with no loss of data
years ago. Naturally the highgr Unlike RAID-1 which must set
density comes at a price: shorteraside fully half of its storage ag
usable life. You cannot expect tp backup, a RAID-6 system enjoys
get even five years of usable life 75% of the total storage as us$-
from most hard drives today. Sq, able.
you need to have a backup strat-  Anyone who is considering &
egy so you won't worry about lost backup hard drive larger tha
ing your treasured photos. The one terabyte, or they anticipate
simplest solution is to buy a seg- steady growth in their storag
ond hard drive which will alwayg needs, should look at the Da

store an exact copy of the firgt Robotics DROBO system. It ig

described as BeyondRAID since it
is a very clever adaptive backup
system that has a simple user in-
terface. DROBO needs no soft-
ware; it is designed to seamlessly
grow as needed, and it tells you
with colored lights if there is any
action needed by the user. It has
four drive bays, but starts with a
minimum of two in use. You add
more drives or replace drives with
larger ones anytime you like.
DROBO will warn you when it
needs more capacity or when one
of its drives has failed. Of course,
it keeps on running but the yellow
or red light alerts you to take ac-
tion. Like LaCie, DROBO has ex-
cellent performance and very fast
interfaces including Firewire 800.
The two-terabyte DROBO starter
system costs $539 at Amazon.
Additional one-terabyte drives are
$85 each.

Laptop Or Desktop?

(From Smart Computing.)

Buying a computer is a blg
decision, so make sure you'll Jet
the most use out of what ygu
buy. If you know you’re going t
want your computer somewhgre

1other than your home, a laptbp

can't be beat in its portabilitt
However, be sure you ha
enough memory and hard dr| e
space if you'll be doing a lot
graphic-intense activities alrd
storing lots of high-def video a
photos. A desktop might be the
way to go if you need mole
power.




September Class Schedyle

DAY DATE TIME CLASS OS BOOK TEACHER

Sat Nov 1 Open Lab 10:00 to Noon Open Lab

Thurs Sept 3 1:00 Introduction to Firefox 7 Al Sabitz
2:00 Create Your Own Blog 7 Al Sabsevitz
3—4:30 Word 2007 - Basic 3 PC 2 Jan Grenert

Sat  Sept5 Open lab 10:00 to 12 Noon

Tues Sept8 1-2:30 Comic Life 1of2 PC 15 QGagnert
3-5:00 iPhoto Mac 1 Lyn Morse
7:00 PC Sig LAB

Wed. Sept9 8:00 Files & Folders PC 12 Charlie Keel

Thurs Septl10 3-4:30 Word 2007 - Basic 4 PC an Qrenert

Sat Septl12 10-12 Open lab 10:00 to 12 Noon
Mon Septl14 8:30-10 Greeting Cards w/ Print Egigo 1/4  Mac 1 June Cross

1-2:50 Intro to Numbers Mac 1 Shirley Allan
Tues Septl1l5 1:00-3:00 Quicken - 1 of 3 PC 8 Ffokbos

3 -4:00 Comic Life -2 of 2 PC 15 Jan Grenert
Wed Septl6 8:30-10 Greeting Cards w/ Print Esiplo 2/4  Mac 1 June Cross
Thurs Sept17 9-11:00 Board Meeting Idyllwild Room

1:00-2:50 Quicken - 2 of 3 PC 8 Frank Gombos

3-4:30 Word 2007 Basic 5 New PC 2 Jan Gtener
Fri Sept18 9:00 Mac Sig Lab

1:00-3:00 Quicken - 3 of 3 PC 8 Frank Gombos
Sat Sept 19 Open lab 10:00 to 12 Noon
Mon Sept21 2-4:30 Excel-1&2o0f4 PC 5 Wa®eldsmith
Tues Sept22 2-4:00 General Meeting Speakers’ Hall
Wed Sept23 2-4:30 Excel 3 & 4 of 4 PC 5 Walteldsmith
Thurs Sept24 8-10:00 Picasa PC 16 Bob Osborn

1-3:00 iTunes & CDs Mac 1 Lyn Morse

3—-4:30 Word 2007 Basic 6 New PC 2 Jan Gtener
Sat Sept 26 Open lab 10:00 to 12 Noon
Mon Sept28 1-2:50 Text Edit in Pages Mac 1 |&hiallan

Snow Leopard for the Mac

The following information came from the MacStoreSaattle.

Hosted by Wikidot.com, the “Mac OS X 10.6 Snow LaapCompatibility List”
should be a very useful tool for those planningpgrade, whether they have Leopa
roots, or a Tiger personality.

For a list of applications and their compatibiktyatus with Mac OS X 10.6 Snow Leopard, the mastne
operating system from Apple, go to MacStore’s Hetiexr at TheMacStore@apple2.subscribemail.com




September Monitor and

OpenLab Schedule

Date [Day | 10-12 12-1 CLASS OS | DATE TIME
9/1 |Tues | L. Espinoza| F.Diaz Board Meeting 9-17 9-11:00
9/2 |Wed |C.Voelker | D. Feign Comic Life 1 of 2 PC| 9-8 1-2:30
9/3 |Thur |B. Osborn | N. Alpert Comic Life -2 of 2 PC| 915 | 3-400
8751 gr;t JL..I\EIQZZC\IIZH C\I/x;seK:S”er Create Your Own Blog 9-3 2:00
Excel -1 &2 PC| 9-21 2-4:30
9/7 |Mon |Labor Day Excel - 3&4 PC| 9-23 2-4:30
9/8 |Tues | L.Espinoza| F.Diaz Files & Folders PC| 9-9 8:00
9/9 |Wed |C. Voelker D. Feign Firefox - Introduction 9-3 1:00
9/10 Th_ur B. OSb_om N. Alpert General Meeting 9-22 2-4.00
9/11 |Fri J. Manion W. Kasner| _ _ _ _
9/12 |Sat L. Rowe Closed (é;gleglsr:gncirg?;smg Print | Mac | 9-14 8:30 - 10
Greeting Cards using Print | Mac | 9- 16 8:30 - 10
9/14 |[Mon |C. Chu B. Crowley Explosion 2 of 4
9/15 |Tues | G.Kennedy| F.Diaz Intro to Numbers Madq 9-14 1-2:50
9/16 |Wed | R. Kreisler P. Palladirjo | iPhoto Mac| 9-8 3-5:00
9/17 |Thur | B. Osborn N. Alpert iTunes & CDs Mac| 9-24 1-3:00
9/18 |Fri J. Manion W. Kasner Mac SIG 9-18 9:00 AM
9/19 |Sat L. Rowe Closed 5CSIG 98 =00 PM
9/21 |Mon |C.Chu B. Crowley] | Picas? PC| 9-24 8 - 10:00
9/22 |Tues | L. Espinoza| M. Chanon | Quicken -1o0f3 PCl 9-15 1:00-3:00
9/23 |Wed | R. Kreisler D. Feign Quicken - 2 of 3 PC| 9-17 1:00-2:50
9/24 |Thur | B. Osborn N. Alpert Quicken - 3 of 3 PC| 9-18 1:00-3:00
9/25 |Fri J. Manion W. Kasner Text Edit in Pages Ma¢ 9-28 1-2:50
9126 Sat L. Rowe Closed Word 2007 -Basic 3 Pc[ 9-3 3-4:30
9/28 |Mon |cC.chu B. Crowley Word 2007 - Basic 4 PCl 9-10 3-4:30
9/29 |Tue L. Espinoza | M. Chanop Word 2007 - Basic Blew PC | 9-17 3-4:30
. . Word 2007 - Basic GNew PC | 9-24 3-4:30
9/30 |Wed | R. Kreisler D. Feign
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, September General Club Information
| Meeting Schedule :
' PC SIG oo, SEpt. 8 covveereennn! 7:00 PM |
| BOARD MEETING .......Sept. 17 wovovvee..... 9:00 AM |
| MAC SIG oo, Sept. 18 oo, 9:00 AM I
I GENERAL MEETING ... Sept. 22 oooovvon..... 2:00 PM |
I o — — oy I

. ® © - € & &
| Inter-cave Security S G b~ @ Anii-Phishing Guard I

Lyn Morse, President.........cccccceeeeiiiiieeeeeeeeneennn, 345-4466.......cciiiiiiiiiimmeee e, lynmorse@aol.com
Shelia Harbet, VP Education ................cuuuumee. 360-7146....covniiiniiiiiiiciieemee, shelia@csun.edu
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor.......360-9085.............cccceeevvvieivvinnne jgrenert@dc.rr.com
Kent McDonald, Director of Communications.....532931................cccccuvveee. rkmcdonald @lelark.net
Linda Espinoza, Treasurer ...........cccevvveeeeeennnns 200-9299.......cviieieee e puananioi@aol.com
Barbara Kaye, Director of Maintenance ........Z72-6520.........ccccccovveiiiieeinnnnn. ek 1775@aol.com
Jerry Katler, Director of Programs................... TT72-6405......ccccccciiiieiiieeeee e, jerryk@dc.rr.com
Committee Chairs Volunteer Coordinators
Betsy Lewis.........ccccuuveeeee Finance Reviewn@uittee Call to volunteer:
June CroSS ......ceeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeee COmputer Sale 35 MM Scanner Coordinator George Hans......345-3875
Pat Palladino...........cccccuuvveneee. Nominat@gmmittee General Meeting Volunteers June Cross .........345-7876
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .......... 7.72-0745
News & Views Jill Johnson............... 772-4809
_ September Teachers Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan........... 77246
Shirley Allan ... e 345-5087
June CI’OSS ............................... 345'7876 September Lab Monitors
Arlen Faber ..... R RRRRILLEE RN 299-3933 Norm Alpert Linda Espinoza John Manion
Waltel’ Goldsm|th .................................... 772-8448 Maurice Chanon Donald Feign Bob oSborn
Frank GombOS ........................................ 345-9723 Cecilia Chu Walt Kasner Pat Palladino
N =T €T (=] =] o 360-9085 Bill Crowiey Georgia Kennedy Leonette Rowe
Lyn MOISE o 345-4466 Frank Diaz Bob Kreisler Charlie Voelker
Bob Osborn ... 200-1149
AI SEbSGVItZ ............................................ 772'3025 35 MM Scanner Monltors
Char“e Voe|kel’ ....................................... 345-0123 George Hans Walter Goldsmith Leonette Rowe

\come New Moy, -
@e nItQ'. Bits & Bytes is distributed to
current members of the SCPD
“Let's Compute” Computer
Club, which provides this
publication for informational
purposes only. The club

Don’'t mess
with Maurice!

Publication of the SCPD neither endorses nor promotes
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club any of the products or ser-
Address Correspondence to: vices that have been men-
Bits & Bytes tioned or suggested herein, or
M o h 00 38180 Del Webb Bivd. at any meeting, and assumes
aunce C an- Palm Desert, CA 92211 no responsibility or liability



