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WWW.SCPD-ComputerClub.org 

By Lyn Morse 
I don’t know where the Harris’ 

Farmer’s Almanac gets its thoughts 
for the month, but I really like them, 
as you’ve learned since I began quot-
ing them in January. Here’s the one 
for Oct.: “If you don’t stand for 
something, you will fall for any-
thing.”  

If you weren’t at the September 
general meeting, you missed a very 
informative program on the history/
development of the computer; the 
slides used in Gary Paff’s presenta-
tion let us see those early stages of 
the computer’s development he was 
speaking about. It was both informa-
tive and entertaining.   

At the end of his presentation, 
Gary stressed the importance of tak-
ing advantage of computer technol-
ogy by carrying our medical informa-
tion with us at all times. He repre-
sents a small company that provides a 
flash drive which comes preloaded 

with blank medical informational 
forms installed on it that can be 
filled out by the owner. Each flash 
drive has the Star of Life on it, 
which is immediately recognized by 
first responders as having critical 
medical info for the person on it.  
Gary’s telephone number is 262-
8898 if you missed the meeting and 
would like more information. Inci-
dentally, Gary is one of our 
neighbors down the road at SC 
Shadow Hills. 

As you can see from the sched-
ule, classes are beginning to in-
crease. I notice that there are begin-
ning classes being offered on both 
platforms, as well as for stand-alone 
programs. There is one new offer-
ing that looks interesting – “Cloud 
Computing…” Don’t know what it 
is? Well, that’s something you 
might want to look into. It’s not 
hands-on, so as is said in my native 
Ozarks, “Ya’ all come now, ya 
hear.” 

PLEASE do not leave personal 
information on the computers in the 
lab. I recently found and trashed a 
letter written by a woman in regard 
to her husband’s treatment at JFK. 
Another document trashed was a 
three-page listing of a couples’ net 
worth – listing the values of all 
bank accounts and even their jew-
elry. People, you don’t want that 
read by everyone who sets down at 
the computer. And just in case there 
is someone out there who thinks 

just because you’ve put something 
into the trash can that it’s gone, it 
isn’t. You have to empty it then. If 
you don’t know how, ask the moni-
tor. There is nothing embarrassing 
about asked for help. 

One more bit of housekeeping: 
Don’t show up for a class that you 
haven’t signed up for and wonder 
why the instructor isn’t there. Some-
times the instructor has to reschedule 
the class to a later time, or even can-
cel it. That’s why you’re asked to 
give your telephone number when 
you sign up. We call you if the class 
is cancelled or rescheduled. Do make 
sure when you sign up that you note 
if the time has been changed on the 
sign-up sheet. Write it down so that 
later you don’t look at the schedule in 
B and B and show up for a class that 
has been rescheduled or cancelled. 

If during the summer months 
you’ve discovered a new program 
that you think others might be inter-
ested in, consider offering it as a 
class. If you’d be willing to teach it 
to even a small class, you could set 
your own class size to match your 
comfort level. Let’s Compute mem-
bers would really appreciate seeing 
new faces teaching! 

And of final note, the yearly 
Southwest Users Computer Confer-
ence has been scheduled for the first 
week of June, 2010, in San Diego. 
It’s too early for other information, 
but as I learn more I’ll be sharing it 
with you. 

Medinfo911. com 
Contact Gary Paff at: 

Www.medinfo911.com  
Or call 262-8898 
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The Mac Sig presentation at 
the September monthly meeting 
was led by Marc Kashinsky talk-
ing about his experiences with 
bringing FIOS service to his 
home.   

Marc's consideration of FIOS 
was, in part, prompted by recur-
ring difficulties that he had with 
TWC.  He also succumbed to the 
constant barrage of offers/
advertising that we all get from 
Verizon.  The first attempt at in-
stalling the service was aborted 
when a contracted Verizon pro-
vider seemed unfamiliar with the 
installation process.  A subsequent 
installation attempt with Verizon 
was more successful in getting the 
hardware in place. 

Marc mentioned that some of 
the difficulties he experienced 
were the result of his attempt to 
simultaneously juggle his then 
ISP, Earthlink, Verizon/FIOS, and 
gmail.  He had to get them in-
stalled on his Mac then transfer 
his emails and address book from 
Earthlink to Verizon and 
gmail.  He offered some sugges-
tions for switching address 
books.  To further complicate 
matters, he also had purchased a 
Macbook and had to juggle two 
computers and two operating sys-
tems as well (Tiger and Leop-
ard).  Despite several difficulties, 
his computers are now running 
well and FIOS seems quite sta-
ble.  He has had no problems 
since the dust settled about 4 
months ago. 
 The next Mac SIG is on Oc-
tober 16 at 9:00 A. M in the lab. 

By Kerry Greene 
The Computer Club room 

was full with 22 club members, 
and we always like to see that. 
Kent McDonald started the 
meeting with some news about 
social networking. He told us 
that 65 million people are using 
Facebook and keep current with 
their circle of friends using the 
web site. I reminded the mem-
bers present to avoid clicking on 
links in their email regarding 
social networking sites, as they 
sometimes have been compro-
mised and could connect you 
with a poisoned site that may 
deliver a virus (usually a fake 
warning that your computer is 
deeply infected). If you wish to 
respond to a social networking 
invitation, then you should use 
your browser to directly log in to 
your account.  You will see the 
invitation there. Avoid using 
links in emails. 

 Twitter 
is another way 
to follow what 
people are do-
ing and saying. 
Once you have 
a free account 

with Twitter, you can ‘tweet’ 
whatever you want, and you can 
also search for others to see their 
‘tweets’. Twitter is kind of like 
text messaging, but with your 
computer instead of your cell 
phone. You can follow your fa-
vorite news anchor, computer 
guru (try searching Kim Ko-
mando on Twitter. Kim is very 

active), or just someone you know 
that uses Twitter. 

On to more productive stuff.   
Kent reminded us that Microsoft 
is still doing ‘patch Tuesday’. 
Every Tuesday at 3:00 am they 
download patches and updates for 
your operating system. You may 
want to keep your computer 
turned on during that time to re-
ceive the automatic download/
install of the updates. Be sure to 
close and save your work on Mon-
day night, as your computer may 
be restarted after the installation 
of some updates. 

Our guest speaker was Bob 
Osborn, President of the Billiards 
Club here in Sun City. He showed 
us how ‘cloud computing’ has 
helped the Billiards Club, by us-
ing Google Apps to place club 
documents on the Web. This ap-

proach solved 
many prob-
lems. Some 
Billiards club 
officers use a 
PC and some 
use a Mac. 

Their player tracking system used 
a Microsoft Office spreadsheet, 
but not everyone has Microsoft 
Office installed. Google Apps 
solves the problem by providing a 
spreadsheet application that al-
lows the Billiards Club to track 
the scores and rankings of all 
members. The document can be 
accessed from any platform (PC 
or Mac) and can be edited by any 
Billiards Club Officer with pass-
word access. All that is needed to 

Continued on page 3 
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Glimpse Documents With Vista’s Preview Pane   

Vista’s Preview pane lets you view document files w ithout opening 
them first.   

Thumbnail views let you conveniently identify photos or videos 
without having to first open the files, but Vista’s Preview pane can 
give you a similar benefit for many document file types, including 
PDFs and Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint files (and OpenOf-
fice.org files, too).  

To enable the Preview pane, open an Explorer window and choose 
a folder, then click Organize, Layout, and finally, Preview Pane. The 
Preview pane will initially appear as a narrow column along the right 
edge of the Explorer window. You can click and drag its left border to 
e n l a r g e  i t .X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X   
 Now when you highlight a document, you can examine it from 
the Preview pane without having to run its application. (For large 
files, it may take a few seconds for the preview to appear.) You can 
use the Preview pane’s scroll bars to view the entire contents of text 
or spreadsheet documents or to browse individual slides or pages in 
presentation or PDF files. The Preview pane will also display an em-
bedded player for Windows Media Audio or Video files.  

I can’t remember where I got this article, but it has been very 
helpful.  Like most of you have, I have saved files without a real clue 
as to what is in them.  Being able to get a preview of my ’no clue’ file 
allows me to sort out what to keep and what to delete.   
 I like Vista and all the little goodies like this. 
 
Jan Grenert 
 

get you started is for you to create 
a Google account. Establish a 
username and password, and then 
you will have access to all of the 
utilities (including Gmail) that 
Google has to offer. This is a great 
way for clubs and groups to share 
information and create, edit and 
disseminate documents; also it is 
free. Many thanks to Bob Osborn 
for presenting this great idea. 

Terry Kay wrapped up our 
meeting with a discussion about 
the new Net Books that are avail-
able. They are very inexpensive 
($100 - $300), small (10 – 12” 
screen), and very portable. They 
all have wireless Internet Access 
built in, but do not have a CD 
drive. They are designed for Inter-
net and Email only. These are 
really great for the person on the 
go. 

Our next meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 13th 
at 7:00 pm in the Computer 
Club Lab. We will discuss the 
fake virus warnings that are hit-
ting computers lately. See you 
there! 

 
 
 

(continued from page 2) 

 

Old Word or New Word?? 
 

 We are presently teaching 
classes only in the new Word 
2007 Version. 
 We would like to find out how 
many of our members are inter-
ested in classes in the older ver-
sions of Word  ‘97 thru 2003? 
 The programs are very differ-
ent in appearance and can be 
confusing if the student gets in 
the classes for the other version. 
 Please send me an email at: 

jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
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By Bob Osborn  
On Sep 8, 2009 at the Win-

dows SIG, I presented a demo of 
“club accounting” using Google 
Documents.  There were a lot of 
questions about how it works as 
well as  “security issues”.  We 
have used this system in 2009 for 
the Billiards Club membership 
roster and financial statements.  It 
provides information for the an-
nual report to the Association but 
it does not provide bank recon-
ciliations.  The main advantage of 
using  Goggle’s programs is that 
they do not require computer pro-
grams on the individual club offi-
cer’s computers.  If an officer 
does not have a computer they 
could do the necessary bookkeep-
ing in the computer lab.  

To see an example of the 
membership roster for the Bil-
liards Club (using Google docu-
ments) go to the Billiards club 
home page on SCPDCA and click 
the link on that page.  

As a service to Sun City Clubs 
I will give a “Let’s Compute” 
class in  “Accounting using 
Google Documents.” Email me if 
you are  interested.  
captain_scorn@yahoo.com 
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By Helene Barker 
  

See how simple Cards and 
Photo Albums are 
made using MS Of-

fice 8 for Mac. I¹ll 
be using MS 
Word AND be-
lieve it or not, 

we¹ll use the Formatting Palette, 
N O  T O O L  B A R S . .   
This will be using the Mac, BUT 
if you¹re a PC person and want 
to see what you¹re missing, sign 
up and watch. It is software that 
has to be purchased. I did three 
years ago when I bought my first 
Mac, and I haven¹t been sorry. 
X X X X X X X X   

 
The class will be held on 

Wednesday, October. 28, 2009  
at  9 AM.  Sign up in Book 1. 

 

JIM CALVERT RETURNS  
THIS MONTH WITH  

CLASSES ON  
BEGINNING PC  

 AND  
PHOTOSHOP ELEMENTS 

 
I’m looking forward to seeing 

you all soon.  Anna Marie and I 
should arrive there around the 
16th or 17th of Oct.   

The last part of the month I 
have scheduled two sessions of 
beginning PC classes.  Session 
two is a repeat of session one.   

I have also scheduled a series 
of three classes for those who are 
new to Photoshop Elements.   

I need to know if there is inter-
est in my scheduling more Photo-
shop Elements classes for Novem-
ber.  If you would like to have 
more Photoshop Elements classes, 
send me an Email.  Let me know 
what you want to have discussed 
in the classes. 

Jim Calvert 
Jim2anna@aol.com 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS OS BOOK TEACHER  
Thur Oct. 1 3- 4:30 Word 2007  Basic Lesson 1/4 PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Sat Oct. 3  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Mon Oct. 5 8:30 - 10 Greeting Cards-Print Explosion (3/4)  Mac 1 June Cross 
  1 – 3:30 Excel (1 & 2 of 4) PC 5 Walter Goldsmith 
Wed Oct. 7 8:30 - 10 Calling Cards-Print Explosion (4/4)  Mac 1 June Cross 
  1 – 3:30 Excel (3 & 4 of 4)  PC 5 Walter Goldsmith 
Thur Oct. 8 8:00 Comic Life (1/2)  PC 15 Jan Grenert 
  1:00 Sending files/photos in e-mail  PC 7 Shelia Harbet 
  3 - 5 Before iPhoto  Mac 1 Lyn Morse  
Fri Oct. 9 3- 4:30 Comic Life (2/2)  PC 15 Jan Grenert  
Sat Oct. 10  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Mon Oct. 12 1:00 Beginning Mac- Terms Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues Oct. 13 7:00 PC SIG   Lab  
Wed. Oct. 14 1:00 Beginning Mac- Desktop Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Thur Oct. 15 9:00 Board Meeting    Idyllwild Room 
  3- 4:30 Word 2007  Basic Lesson 2/4 PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri Oct. 16 9:00 Mac SIG   Lab  
Sat Oct. 17 10 – 12 Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Mon Oct. 19 8:00 Beginning Mac- Preferences Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
  2:00 Beginning PC (session 1) (1/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Tues Oct. 20 8:30 - 10 PhotoShop Elements: Photo adj. (1/3)  PC 14 Jim Calvert 
  2:00 Beginning PC (session 1) (2/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  6:00 Presentation   Speakers’ Hall  
Wed Oct. 21 9:00 Files & Folder  PC 12 Charlie Voelker 
  1:00 Beginning Mac- Maintenance Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
  2:00 Beginning PC (session 1) (3/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Thur Oct. 22 9:00 “Cloud” Computer Using Google Docs  7 Bob Osborn 
  2:00 Beginning PC (session 1) (4/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  3 - 5 iPhoto  Mac 1 Lyn Morse  
Fri Oct. 23 9:00 Beginning PC (session 2) (1/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  2:00 Beginning PC (session 1) (5/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Sat Oct. 24  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Mon Oct. 26 9:00 Beginning PC (session 2) (2/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  1 – 2:50 iWorks – Pages (1/2)  Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
  3:00 PrintShop: Designing Flyers & Posters PC 4 Arlene Faber  
Tues Oct. 27 9:00 Beginning PC (session 2) (3/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  2:00 General Meeting   Speakers Hall  
Wed Oct. 28 9:00 Cards/Photo Albums/MS Word  Mac 1 Helene Barker 
  1 – 2:50 iWorks – Pages (2/2)  Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Thur Oct. 29 9:00 Beginning PC (session 2) (4/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  1 – 2:30 PhotoShop Elements: Photo adj. (2/3)  PC 14 Jim Calvert 
  3- 4:30 Word 2007  Basic Lesson 3/4 PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri Oct. 30 9:00 Beginning PC (session 2) (5/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
  1 – 2:30 PhotoShop Elements:Photo adj. (3/3)  PC 14 Jim Calvert  
Sat Oct. 31  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
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Class Date Time 
 
Before iPhoto    Mac 10-8 3:00+ 
Beginning Mac series 
    Terms 10-12 1:00   
    Desktop 10-14 1:00 
    Preferences 10-19 1:00 
    Maintenance 10-21 1:00 
Beginning PC series 
     Pt. 1 10-19 2:00 
     Pt. 2 10-20 2:00 
     Pt. 3 10-19 2:00 
     Pt. 4 10-22 2:00 
     Pt. 5 10-23 2:00 
Beginning PC series – a repeat 
     Pt. 1 10-23 9:00 
     Pt. 2 10-26 9:00 
     Pt. 3 10-27 9:00 
     Pt. 4 10-29 9:00 
     Pt. 5 10-30 9:00 
BOARD MEETING 10-15 9:00 
 
Cards/albums in Word – Mac 10-28 9:00  
Cloud Computing w/Google docs. 10-22 9:00 
Comic Life Series - PC 
    Comic Life pt. 1     10-8 8:00 
    Comic Life pt. 2     10-9 3:00+ 
 
Emailing Files/Photos  - PC 10-8 1:00 
Excel Series - PC 
    Excel, pts 1 & 2 10-5 1:00+ 
    Excel, pts 3 & 4 10-7 1:00+ 

Class Date Time 
 
Files and Folders - PC 10-21 9:00 
 
iPhoto – Mac 10-22 3:00+ 
iWorks  Series - Mac 
   Pages, pt. 1 10-26 1:00+ 
   Pages, pt. 2 10-28 1:00+ 
 
GENERAL MEETING 10-27 2:00 
 
MAC SIG 10-16 9:00 
 
PC SIG 10-13 7:00pm 
 
Photoshop Elements: Photo Adjustment series 
   Pt. 1 10-20 8:30+ 
   Pt. 2 10-29 1:00+ 
   Pt. 3 10-30 1:00+ 
Print Explosion Series - Mac 
    Greeting Cards - Pt. 3 10-5 8:30+  
    Calling Cards - Pt. 4 10-7 8:30+  
PrintShop – Flyers & Posters 10-26 3:00 
 
Word 2007  Basic Series 
   Word 2007, pt 1 10-1 3:00+ 
   Word 2007, pt 2 10-15 3:00+ 
   Word 2007, pt 3 10-29 3:00+ 

 
 
 
 
As you can see, the class schedule for October has more offerings than the last few sum-

mer months.  We hope that as more of our instructors return they 
will continue to teach; we need more teachers!    Many of us teach-
ers aren’t really from a teaching profession, we have just found something we enjoy 
and want to share with others so they can also enjoy.  Many of our members just want 
to learn simple tasks, email, web browsing, playing simple games like Spider and Soli-
taire.  We hope you would consider sharing your skills with them.   If you have any 
questions or small urges to teach a class, please contact Shelia Harbet. She will help 
you get started.  One learns so much when preparing to teach. 
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Date Day Time:10-12 Time: 12-1 
Oct. 1 Thu R. Osborn   
Oct. 2 Fri J. Manion W. Kasner 
Oct. 3 Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

       
Oct. 5 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Oct. 6 Tue   R. Kreisler 
Oct. 7 Wed F. Diaz D. Feign 
Oct. 8 Thu R. Osborn N. Alpert 
Oct. 9 Fri J. Manion W. Kasner 
Oct. 10 Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

       
Oct. 12 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Oct. 13 Tue L. Espinoza R. Kreisler 
Oct. 14 Wed F. Diaz D. Feign 
Oct. 15 Thu R. Osborn N. Alpert 
Oct. 16 Fri J. Manion W. Kasner 
Oct. 17 Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

       
Oct. 19 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Oct. 20 Tue L. Espinoza R. Kreisler 
Oct. 21 Wed C. Voelker O. Apodaca 
Oct. 22 Thu R. Osborn N. Alpert 
Oct. 23 Fri J. Manion W. Kasner 
Oct. 24 Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

       
Oct. 26 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Oct. 27 Tue L. Espinoza S.  Livrans 
Oct. 28 Wed C. Voelker O. Apodaca 
Oct. 29 Thu R. Osborn N. Alpert 
Oct. 30 Fri J. Manion W. Kasner 
Oct. 31 Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 
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Lyn Morse, President ............................................ 345-4466 .......................................lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education ................................ 360-7146 ........................................... shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ............. 360-9085 ...................................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director of Communications ...... 345-2931 ........................... rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Linda Espinoza, Treasurer .................................... 200-9299 ...................................... puananioi@aol.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director  of Maintenance ............... 772-6520 ................................ barbarak1775@aol.com 
Jerry Katler, Director of Programs ........................ 772-6405 ......................................... jerryk@dc.rr.com 

Oct. Teachers 
Shirley Allan .............................................. 345-5087 
Helene Barker ............................................ 360-5713 
Jim Calvert ................................................ 772-6710 
June Cross ................................................. 345-7876 
Arlen Faber ................................................ 299-3933 
Walter Goldsmith ....................................... 772-8448 
Jan Grenert ................................................ 360-9085 
Shelia Harbet ............................................. 360-7146 
Lyn Morse ................................................. 345-4466 
Bob Osborn................................................ 200-1149 
Charlie Voelker .......................................... 345-0123 
 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans ............ 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers  
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
News & Views  Jill Johnson .............. 772-4809 
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
 

Oct.  Lab Monitors 
Norm Alpert Frank Diaz John Manion 
Oscar Apodaca Linda Espinoza Shirley Livrans 
Cecilia Chu David Feign Bob Osborn 
Bill Crowley Walt Kasner Leonette Rowe 
 Bob Kreisler Charley Voelker 
 

35 MM Scanner Monitors 
George Hans  Walter Goldsmith  Leonette Rowe   
   

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis .................... Finance Review Committee 
June Cross .......................................... Computer Sale 
Pat Palladino......................... Nominating Committee 
 

PC SIG .............................. Oct. 13 ................... 7:00 PM 
BOARD MEETING ............ Oct. 15 ................... 9:00 AM 
MAC SIG ........................... Oct. 16 ................... 9:00 AM 
PRESENTATION .............. Oct. 20 ................... 6:00 PM 
GENERAL MEETING ....... Oct. 27 ................... 2:00 PM  


