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To continue from the Farmers’ 

Almanac – the words of wisdom 
for this month are as follows: 
“The trouble with doing some-
thing right the first time is that 
nobody appreciates how difficult 
it was.”  That being said, I think 
all of us would prefer doing some-
thing right the first time than hav-
ing to redo it.  

I’ve been asked by Moe Sulli-
van, coordinator of monitors for 
Open Lab, to remind everyone 
that if there is not a volunteer for 
an Open Lab time slot, 10 to 12 
and 12 to 1, then the lab will be 
closed.  Like all of us, volunteers 
have appointments they’ve made, 
and they can’t stay. It is unfortu-
nate when a monitor doesn’t 
show. This past month a 12 to 1 
monitor did not come, and the ear-
lier volunteer stayed for 15 min-
utes before needing to leave. At 
that time, she asked everyone to 
leave, and one man – I can’t call 
him a gentleman - refused and 
was abusive to her. He finally left, 

Why are we refurbish-
ing the PCs instead of 

replacing them? 
 

By Barbara Kaye 
 

Every three years or so, the 
computers in the computer lab 
have to be replaced with new 
ones to assure that they remain 
trouble-free. In the past this re-
placement was delayed to wait 
for Microsoft’s latest new oper-
ating system. At that time we 
wanted to wait for Vista and it 
turned out to be a very long wait. 
Eventually, the old PCs started 
to fail and we couldn’t wait any 
longer, so we bought new XP 
machines and updated them to 
Vista later. This time, again, we 
thought it might be good to wait 
for Windows 7 to come out be-
fore buying new computers. But 
that waiting would again require 
trying to keep the old computers 
working trouble-free longer than 
three years. 

I suggested a novel idea that 
would solve all of our problems. 
If we kept the same cases, hard 
drives, power supplies, video 
cards, media card readers, DVD 
burners and software, all of-
which were in perfect working 

order, and just replace the mother-
boards, processors and memory, 
we could essentially have new 
computers, warranted for another 
three years, at half the cost. In ad-
dition, we could easily wait until 
the new operating system has been 
out for a while and all the bugs are 
worked out before upgrading to it. 
And, with the purchase of one ad-
ditional PC, which will be used as 
a backup, I am able to refurbish 
one PC at a time without having a 
PC missing from the lab at any 
time. 

"The new computers have In-
tel Core 2 Duo Processors running 
at 2.8 GHz speed with 4 gigs of 
RAM." 

The 17” monitors will be re-
placed with bigger, new monitors, 
which will be very nice for every-
one. The old monitors will be of-
fered for sale to the members. 
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By Terry Kay 
 

Our meeting of March 14 
was well attended with 20 inter-
ested and interesting members. 
Kerry Greene could not attend so 
Terry and Kent had to field 
questions regarding the PC, 
which is Kerry's forte. 

We discussed password pro-
tection and available programs 
to help with this important issue. 
KeePass is a popular free pro-
gram. It is available at http://
keepass.info/ . One threat to be 
aware of is "key logger" mal-
ware. These programs can record 
the keys being used to enter 
passwords etc. It is some help to 
copy and paste passwords to 
avoid key loggers. 

We discussed a question on 
how to print selected sections of 
a web page. One solution is to 
copy the selected area and paste 
it to a word document, from 
which it can be printed nicely. 

The current Windows update 
was mentioned, and all Window 
users are urged to be sure it is 
downloaded to their computers. 
Windows 7 is expected to re-
place Vista in August. 

Unwanted programs that 
startup when turning on the com-
puter was questioned. A couple 
of methods to inhibit these un-
wanted startups were discussed. 
XP users can go to Start, Run, 
enter "msconfig", click on the 

Startup tab, and uncheck any pro-
grams from the startup. 

 Kent provided a copy of 
Internet provider ratings from a 
current Computer Reports maga-
zine. Seems TW was not rated 
very well, but Earthlink and Veri-
zon (FIOS) were very good. 

 Anyone worried that his or 
her PC could be infected with the 
notorious Conficker worm can 
easily check for it. If their Internet 
Explorer browser can log into Sy-
mantec.com or mcafee.com, there 
is no infection. 

 Interest is picking up on what 
is called Internet 3. Terry pro-
vided some info that suggests a 
new Internet is not the answer. 
Our government uses FreeBSD, 
an open source browser for high 
security with no problems. 

 Our summer schedule was 
discussed and the majority would 
like to continue PCSIG meetings 
thru the summer.  

Our next meeting will be 
May 12, 7 PM in the Computer 
lab. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

mouthing off the entire time.  This 
is a case where security could 
have been called to remove the 
person. As a member and presi-
dent, I’m saying this is unaccept-
able behavior. I know I’m 
‘preaching to the crowd’ here, but 
I think you need to know that 
things like this do happen. Per-
haps a word from one of you, or 
everyone who observes rude/
abusive behavior, would help if 
you told the person to ‘cool it.’  
That   would go a long way to let 
the volunteer know you support 
him or her and let the offender 
know he or she is ‘way out of 
line.’ 

Barbara Kaye has been very 
busy in reworking and rebuilding 
our PCs so they are better and 
faster than any we’d get off the 
shelf.  They have been rebuilt with 
component parts that specifically 
meet the needs of our group.  
We’re very fortunate to have Bar-
bara as our Director of Mainte-
nance; her wealth of knowledge 
and skills has truly been a blessing 
to Let’s Compute. 

Classes are few, which means 
you may be disappointed at not 
finding classes you’d like to take. 
I understand your disappointment, 
but your instructors are volun-
teers. We can’t expect the same 
people to keep giving of their 
time; we need others who will 
share their time and knowledge 
also. As a wise person once said, 
and I paraphrase, when you point 
at someone and ask them why 
they don’t offer classes, there are 
three fingers pointing back at 
YOU. How about YOU sharing 

(Continued on page 5) 
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This class will be called Name 

Badges but what it will do is teach 
you  how to make a Template in 
iWork-Pages and how to create 
Placeholder  Text and Media 
Placeholders. You see Placeholder 
Text and Media  Placeholders in 
all the Templates provided by Ap-
ple, but wouldn't it be  great to 
learn how to do that?  

 The class will actually 
build a simple  Template design 
for Name Badges that can be used 
over and over again  for club ac-
tivities, anniversary parties or any 
happening where you  want every-
one to have a Name Badge with 
their own name and a logo or 
a  picture on it. While not a pre-
requisite set in concrete, Pages 1 
and 2  are highly recommended. 
 This will be the first time 
this class is  taught, so come in 
and be a "beta" subject (guinea 
pig) and help me  refine the hand-
out you will be provided. Look for 
this class around  May 11th. 

An advanced class   
By Arlene Faber 

  
This month we will have 

a continuing class in Making 
Flyers in Print Shop on the PC 
and work with more of the tools 
available in the program.  Any-
one who took the April class or 
who has taken the Greeting 
Cards classes may sign up for 
this class on May 6.   

We will do more on using the 
art function including working 
with art and graphics that are 
your own or that can be found on 
the internet.   

You may bring in art on a 
CD or thumbdrive if you wish. 
Many of the  flyers and an-
nouncements found on the bulle-
tin boards around Sun City are 
created with Print Shop. 

The skills in this class can be 
very useful to you  Let’s Com-
pute members who also serve  
their clubs and organizations as 
editors on the Sun City website, 
because you can learn how to 
adapt a flyer for placement on 
your web page. 
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By Lyn Morse 

Put Tuesday night, May 19, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 on your calen-
dar. For those of you using email, 
(and isn’t the whole wide world?) 
there will be an email presentation 
sponsored by MacGallery on 
Staying Connected with family 
and friends via email.  

You say you don’t know any-
thing about email? So? Come and 
learn. 

You say you’re a PC user? 
So? Once you get online with 
your email provider, who cares? 
Email definitely doesn’t.  

Confused on how to surf the 
web?  This is the seminar for you!  
The presenter, Holli, will go 
through choosing the right email 
provider (and how to use each 
one), how to use Mail, Google, 
Yahoo, how to use iChat and 
browsing the Internet.  

Of course, there has to be a bit 
about proper email and chat eti-
quette. You don’t want to offend 
someone by shouting at him or her 
with your email. You didn’t know 
that you could shout in email? 
Well, you can. 

And of course, the questions 
you ask will hopefully be within 
her realm to answer.  
 This is the last Presentation 
until September. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

New Class Offering 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS BOOK TEACHER  
Sat May 2  Open Lab 10:00 to 12 Noon    
Wed May 6 2:00 PrintShop (PC) 4 Pat Palladino 
  3:00 PrintShop – Flyers (Advanced) (PC) 4 Arlene Faber  
Thur May 7 8 - 10 Picassa 3 (PC) 14 Bob Osborn 
  3:00 Word 2007 (1of 4) 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri May 8 8 - 10 iTunes (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse  
Sat May 9  Open Lab 10:00 to 12 Noon    
Mon May 11 1 – 2:50 Name Badges (Mac) 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues May 12 7 – 8:30 PC SIG    
Wed. May 13 9:00 Files & Folders (PC)  Charlie Voelker 
  1:00 Intro. To Firefox (PC) 7 Al Sabsevitz 
  2:00 PrintShop (PC) 4 Pat Palladino 
Thur May 14 3:00 Word 2007  (2 of 4) 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri May 15 9:00 MAC SIG    
Sat May 16  Open Lab 10:00 to 12 Noon    
Mon May 18 1 - 3 Photoshop Elements 6 editing 1 Lyn Morse  
Tues May 19 8 - 10 iPhoto for those taking the 1 to 5 class 1 Lyn Morse 
  1 - 5 iMovie/iDVD (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse 
  6:00-8:00 Presentation –Staying Connected via Email  Speakers Hall 
Wed May 20 3:00 Power Point (PC) 5 Barbara Kaye 
Thur May 21 9:00 Board Meeting   
  3:00 Word 2007 (3of 4) 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri May 22 8 - 10 iTunes (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse 
Sat May 23  Open Lab 10:00 to 12 Noon    
Tues May 26 2:00 General Meeting  Speakers Hall 
Thur May 28 3:00 Word 2007 (4of 4) 2 Jan Grenert  

Class Date Time 
BOARD MEETING 5-21      9:00+ 
 
Files & Folders – PC 5-13 9:00 
 
GENERAL MEETING 5-26 2:00 
 
Introduction to Firefox - PC 5-13 1:00 
iPhoto / iMovie / iDVD class 
   iPhoto session to prepare 5-19 8:00+ 
   iMovie / iDVD 5-19 1:00+ 
iTunes 5-8 8:00+ 
iTunes 5-22 8:00+ 
 
MAC SIG 5-15 9:00 
Name Badges - Mac 5-11 1:00+ 
 

Class Date Time 
PC SIG 5-12 7:00pm 
PhotoShop Elements 6  
    editing- Mac 5-18  1:00+ 
Picassa 3 – PC 5-7  8:00+ 
PowerPoint – PC 5-20  3:00 
PRESENTATION  5-19  6:00+ 
Printshop  - PC 5-6  2:00 
Printshop Flyers – PC 5-6   3:00 
Printshop – PC 5-13   2:00 
 
WORD 2007 series - PC 
   Lesson 1  5-7  3:00+ 
   Lesson 2 5-14  3:00+ 
   Lesson 3 5-21  3:00+ 
   Lesson 4 5-28    3:00+ 
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YOUR time and knowledge? 
Well, what do I say? People continue to 

amaze me with their carelessness. First it was the 
income taxes left on multiple PCs a year or so 
ago, then it was a hotel reservation with the per-
son’s name and the dates they would be away 
from their home, and Wednesday, the 22nd of 
April, it was a person’s Wells Fargo printout left 
on the counter by the printer. And what was on 
that printout? Personal banking information that 
I’m sure the person didn’t want to share.  Please, 
please, please, if you’re printing personal infor-
mation on ANY public printer, stick around an 
extra minute or two to make sure no more pages 
come sliding out. Protect yourself! 

There are still application forms for the com-
puter conference in San Diego, during the last 
weekend in May, on the counter in the lab. The 
application covers the conference only and meals 
during the conference. Lodging is the individ-
ual’s responsibility. The conference is at the 
Town and Country complex on Hotel Circle; 
they are offering a good rate since the conference 
is there. 

Well, here we are – May – and the ballots 
have gone out for the election of your Board for 
2009-2010. Also in that envelope is the renewal 
form for the coming year. Yes, you can include 
both in the same envelope. Pat Palladino, as the 
election chairperson, will collect the ballots and 
have them secured until they are tabulated. 
Please have yours returned in time to be counted 
in the election. 

Since I’m into quotes this year, here’s one 
from Albert Einstein: I love it 
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Day Date 10-12 12-1  

Fri May 1  J. Manion P. Corwin 

Sat May 2  L. Rowe CLOSED 

        

Mon May 4  C. Chu H. Chase 

Tue May 5  L. Espinoza P. Corwin 

Wed May 6  C. Voelker D. Feign 

Thu May 7  B. Osborn N. Alpert 

Fri May 8  J. Manion W. Kasner 

Sat May 9  L. Rowe CLOSED 

        

Mon May 11  C. Chu B. Crowley 

Tue May 12  L. Espinoza P. Corwin 

Wed May 13  C. Voelker D. Feign 

Thu May 14  B. Osborn N. Alpert 

Fri May 15  J. Manion W. Kasner 

Sat May 16  L. Rowe CLOSED 

        

Mon May 18  C. Chu B. Crowley 

Tue May 19  L. Espinoza P. Corwin 

Wed May 20  C. Voelker D. Feign 

Thu May 21  B. Osborn N. Alpert 

Fri May 22  J. Manion W. Kasner 

Sat May 23  L. Rowe CLOSED 

        

Mon May 25  CLOSED CLOSED 

Tue May 26  L. Espinoza P. Corwin 

Wed May 27  C. Voelker D. Feign 

Thu May 28  B. Osborn N. Alpert 

Fri May 29  J. Manion W. Kasner 

Sat May 30  L. Rowe CLOSED 

������������
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“There are only two 
ways to live your life. 
One is as though 
nothing is a miracle. 
The other is as though 
everything is a  
miracle.” 
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Lyn Morse, President ............................................345-4466 ...................................... lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education .................................360-7146 .......................................... shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ..............360-9085 ...................................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director of Communications ......345-2931 ........................... rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Jack Drill, Treasurer .............................................345-8709 ........................................... jdrill@dc.rr.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director of Maintenance ................772-6520 ................................barbarak1775@aol.com 
Jerry Katler, Director of Programs ........................772-6405 ......................................... jerryk@dc.rr.com 

Month Teachers 
Shirley Allan .............................................. 345-5087 
Arlene Faber .............................................. 200-3933 
Jan Grenert ................................................. 360-9085 
Barbara Kaye ............................................. 772-6520 
Lyn Morse.................................................. 345-4466 
Bob Osborn ................................................ 200-1149 
Pat Palladino .............................................. 772-9942 
Al Sebsevitz ............................................... 772-3025 
Charlie Voelker .......................................... 345-0123 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans............. 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross ................ 345-7876 
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
News & Views  Jill Johnson .............. 772-4809 
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
 

Month Lab Monitors  
Norm Alpert Bill Crowley John Manion 
Howard Chase Linda Espinoza Bob Osborn 
Cecilia Chu David Feign Leonette Rowe 
Phil Corwin Walt Kasner Charley Voleker 
 

35 MM Scanner Monitors 
George Hans  Walter Goldsmith  Leonette Rowe   
   
 

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis ................... Finance Review Committee 
June Cross .......................................... Computer Sale 
Pat Palladino ......................... Nominating Committee 

 

PC SIG .............................. May 12 ................... 7:00 PM 
MAC SIG ........................... May 15 ................... 9:00 AM 
PRESENTATION .............. May 19 ................... 6:00 PM 
BOARD MEETING ............ May 21 ................... 9:00 AM 
GENERAL MEETING ....... May 26 ................... 2:00 PM 


