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WWW.SCPD-ComputerClub.org 

“The only thing that can keep 
on growing without nourishment 
is an ego.”  Harris’ Farmer’s Al-
manac 2009 

I’m still lovin’ the quotes from 
this Almanac! 

June, the last month for Let’s 
Compute’s calendar year! The 
year is flying all too fast for me – 
which means it’s a good one. No-
tice how time drags when things 
aren’t so good?  

A few have asked about their 
membership cards since they sent 
in their renewals with the ballot. 
Your cards will be ready after July 
1, so ask the Open Lab monitors 
after the 4th of July if they are 
there. Use your old card until 
then.  If you haven’t renewed yet, 
and your name isn’t in the first 
‘batch’ of cards that are printed 
off, know that Kent runs cards 
when he has enough names to fill 
the a sheet of blanks. Trying to 
run a sheet of blank cards with 
some already punched out just is-
n’t too wise a thing to do with a 

printer – possible jamming just 
doesn’t make it worthwhile. 

As I write this, a few of us 
are making our plans to attend 
the computer conference in San 
Diego. You’ll be hearing about 
bits and pieces of what we 
learned and experienced as you 
talk to us. It’s always a nice get-
away and a chance to see what 
various companies are offering 
users and to talk with other com-
puter club members and groups.  

The May presentation in 
Speakers’ Hall was extremely 
informative. Our speaker was 
from MacGallery and spoke to 
over 100 people, both PC and 
Mac, on the various web brows-
ers available to us. Holli covered 
each one by showing screen 
shots of where various tools 
were for that specific browser.  
Before switching to the next 
browser, she would take ques-
tions from the audience. When 
there is a presentation, Kent al-
ways sends out the notice to the 
membership. They are in Speak-
ers’ Hall on the third Tuesday of 
the month, from 6 to 8 pm. 
Watch for Kent’s email notices. 
Yes, you may bring friends who 
are not members of Let’s Com-
pute to these. 

What can our lab do for you? 
Well, let’s see. The last of May it 
enabled one member to sit at one 
of the computers with headset on 
and attend the graduation of her 
grandson in Tel Aviv, Israel. Yep, 

she sat at the 
computer and 
wa t ched  i t 
‘stream’ to her 
across a whole 
lot of water and 
mi les !  S he 

heard his name being called, 
watched him cross the stage and 
even saw her daughter standing 
and taking a photo of him. Aren’t 
they amazing, these computers! 
And thanks to Sheila for helping 
the grandmother have that won-
derful experience. 

The board is answering an-
other need. The request was made 
that our sound system be im-
proved. Listen for that improve-
ment in the next month or so.  

We will be closing 
the lab during a week 
in July. The lab will 
be closed beginning 
Wednesday, July 1 
and will reopen the following 
Wednesday, July 8. So, put it on 
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April Mac SIG Meeting  
 By Helene Barker 
 
The April meeting of the Mac-

SIG was facilitated by me. The 
purpose was to make Mac users 
aware of Software programs avail-
able to them, in OPEN Lab. 
They’re there for you to use. 

When some of us switched to 
MAC we choose to stay with MS 
Office and Printshop. I was one, I 
wanted to stay with the software I 
knew. This software does have to 
be purchased. 

The Board was kind enough to 
put the software on the Mac’s so I 
could teach them. For the MacSIG 
meeting I demonstrated a Word 
document, from MS Office: Mac 
2008 and how to do Transfers (for 
tShirts, etc.) from Printshop2. 

When it was time for Q & A, I 
did it in reverse. I ask the ques-
tions and those attending gave me 
answers. It’s always kind of fun 
and I did get answers. 

May Mac SIG Meeting 
 By June Cross 
 
Mac SIG met Friday, May 

19th for the final time until fall. 
June Cross was the facilitator 
this month. She presented two 
unique ways to send personal-
ized e-mail greeting cards using-
Print Explosion Deluxe. Print 
Explosion is a program that is 
loaded on all of the Macintosh 
computers in the Lab. Club 
members may use the program 
to send e-mail cards during open 
lab time. 

A short question and answer 
period followed. The group in 
attendance was a bit smaller this 
month as some of our �winter� 
members have left for cooler 
destinations.  

The next MacSig 
meeting will be in 
September.  
See you all then. 
 

This is a Mac Two-Fer - No coupons needed 
We missed the April meeting report in last month’s B&B.  It 

sounded so interesting that we decided to offer you both the April and 
May Mac SIG meeting reports. 

your calendars now so you won’t 
forget and find yourself standing 
outside a locked, dark lab. We 
will be posting reminders on the 
windows, but save yourself a dis-
appointing trip to the clubhouse. 

“Farewell, good-bye, auf 
wiedersehen, adieu” to you, Jack 
Drill. You have been a valued 
member of Let’s Compute’s 
Board since July of 2005.  As 
treasurer you have given us re-
ports that even I could understand! 
You have been a monitor, have 
taught iDVD and have trained oth-
ers on the slide scanners. You 
have been a voice of reason to be 
listened to, and you possess a dry 
wit that has made us smile and 
laugh. It’s nice to know that even 
though you won’t be sitting on the 
Board, you’ll still be involved 
with Let’s Compute.  See you 
around, Jack. 

Art on the Mac………………..By Shirley Allan 
 
These are two different classes on the June schedule. Each stands alone 
and each teaches how to use different tools in iWork-Pages. 
· Art on the Mac-Bird will show how to turn, color, group, arrange 

and make shapes editable.  
· Art on the Mac-Sunset will show how to use gradients, opacity, 

strokes, gradients and the free hand tool to fill a text box as if it 
was a canvas for a painting. 
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By Kerry Greene 
 

 Our May 12th meeting of the 
PC SIG was all over the map, 
(please pardon the pun as you read 
on) with a wide variety of sub-
jects.  

Kent McDonald 
opened the meeting 
with news about a 
number of subjects, 
including a new 
wide band router, a 

wireless kindle reading device, a 
Samsung cell phone with built in 
projector, net book news, Win-
dows 7 news, and an I-Phone ap-
plication to control your appli-
ances while you are away from 
home. I think I need one! 

 Terry Kay continued with a 
discussion about reading ads on 
the Internet to get more informa-
tion. He also discussed how to 
choose the right Internet Service 
Provider (ISP) to meet your spe-
cific needs. Along that same line, 
Time Warner Cable has contacted 
their customers that a new cable 
modem with power boost capa-
bilities is available at no charge to 
their existing customers, in ex-
change for their current modem. 
The new modem increases data 
transfer rates when the customer is 
downloading music, video or 
other high volume content from 
the Internet.  Terry also had a 

text message to <dotcom> 
(386266) and then enter the fol-
lowing text: gasbuddy + the city or 
zip code of your location – gas-
buddy will instantly return a few 
text messages that will give you 
the lowest gas prices reported in 
that area, along with the name and 
address of the gas station. This is 
pretty cool! 

Our membership has decided 
to meet throughout the summer, 
so our next meeting will be Tues-
day, June 9th at 7:00 pm. We like 
to keep our meetings open to your 
suggestions and questions, espe-
cially if they will help other mem-
bers. We look forward to seeing 
you at our next meeting on June 9 
at 7:00 p.m. in the computer lab. 

handout that predicts the evolu-
tion of technology – very inter-
esting. 

 Finally, it was my turn to 
contribute, with a brief discus-
sion about a web site called gas-
buddy.com that goes well be-
yond the computer. At gas-
buddy.com, you 
can select your 
county of resi-
dence (or any 
county in the 
country) and 
find the lowest 
gas prices near 
you. Gas price information is 
provided by registered users of 
gasbuddy.com who have re-
cently purchased gas at various 
gas stations in the area. If you 
register (free), you may contrib-
ute gas price information and 
earn points for each contribu-
tion, which can be redeemed for 
cash for gas coupons, or be en-
tered into a drawing 
for cash for gas.  

The interesting 
part of all of this is 
that you can use your 
cell phone while 
travelling to find the 
best gas prices through gas-
buddy.com. You do not need to 
be registered with gas-
buddy.com do this. Just send a 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS BOOK TEACHER  
Mon June 1 1 – 2:50 Art on the Mac-Bird (iWork) 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues June 2 8:30 - 10 Word 2003 (1/4) (PC) 2 Moe Sullivan  
Wed June 3 8:30 - 10 Word 2003 (2/4) (PC) 2 Moe Sullivan  
Thur June 4 8:30 - 10 Word 2003 (3/4) (PC) 2 Moe Sullivan  
Fri June 5 8:30 - 10 Word 2003 (4/4) (PC) 2 Moe Sullivan  
Sat June 6  Open Lab 10:00 to 12    
Mon June 8 2 – 3:50 Art on the Mac-Sunset (iWork) 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues June 9 2 – 4:30 Excel (1 & 2 of 4)  5 Walter Goldsmith 
  7:00 PC SIG  Lab  
Wed. June 10 9:00 Files & Maintenance (PC) 12 Charlie Voelker 
  1:00 PrintShop: Greeting Cards (PC) 4 Pat Palladino  
Thur June 11 2 - 4:30 Excel (3 & 4 of 4) 5 Walter Goldsmith 
Fri June 12 8:30 - 10 Faces in iPhoto (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse  
Sat June 13  Open Lab 10:00 to 12    
Wed June 17 1:00 PrintShop: Greeting Cards (PC) 4 Pat Palladino  
Thur June 18 9:00 Board Meeting  Idllywild Room  
Fri June 19 8:30 - 10 Places in iPhoto (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse  
Sat June 20  Open Lab 10:00 to 12    
Mon June 22 1 – 2:50 Calling Cards in Pages (Mac-iWork) 1 Shirley Allan  
Fri June 26 8 - 10 iTunes (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse  
Sat June 27  Open Lab 10:00 to 12    
 

 

Speed Up Vista with a Thumb Drive and "ReadyBoost"  
 
   A little known trick offered by Microsoft lets you improve the speed and 
performanfce of Windows Vista by means of a USB Flash Memory Drive. 
It's called ReadyBoost.  
 
   If you insert a USB Flash Memory Drive (aka a Thumb Drive or a Stick 
Drive) of 512 MB or more, Vista can use the device to perform operations 
that would otherwise need to be done with your PC's built-in hard drive.  
 
   More information about this can be found on Microsoft's 
site:www.microsoft.com/windows/windows-vista/features/readyboost.  
 
Excerpt from 
Computer Tutor Team Newsletter  
May 4, 2009  
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Day Date 10-12 12-1 
      
Mon. 1-Jun C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue 2-Jun L. Espinoza B. Kreisler 
Wed 3-Jun C. Voelker D. Feign 
Thu 4-Jun B. Osborn N. Alpert 
Fri 5-Jun J. Manion W. Kasner 
Sat 6-Jun L. Rowe CLOSED 
        
Mon 8-Jun C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue 9-Jun L. Espinoza B. Kreisler 
Wed 10-Jun C. Voelker D. Feign 
Thu 11-Jun B. Osborn G. Kennedy 
Fri 12-Jun J. Manion W. Kasner 
Sat 13-Jun L. Rowe CLOSED 
        
Mon 15-Jun C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue 16-Jun L. Espinoza B. Kreisler 
Wed 17-Jun C. Voelker D. Feign 
Thu 18-Jun B. Osborn N. Alpert 
Fri 19-Jun J. Manion W. Kasner 
Sat 20-Jun L. Rowe CLOSED 
        
Mon 22-Jun C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue 23-Jun L. Espinoza B. Kreisler 
Wed 24-Jun C. Voelker D. Feign 
Thu 25-Jun B. Osborn N. Alpert 
Fri 26-Jun J. Manion W. Kasner 
Sat 27-Jun L. Rowe CLOSED 
        
Mon 29-Jun C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue 30-Jun L. Espinoza B. Kreisler 
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Lyn Morse, President ............................................345-4466 ...................................... lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education .................................360-7146 .......................................... shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ..............360-9085 ...................................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director - Communications ........345-2931 ........................... rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Jack Drill, Treasurer .............................................345-8709 ........................................... jdrill@dc.rr.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director - Maintenance ..................772-6520 ................................barbarak1775@aol.com 
Jerry Katler, Director of Programs ........................772-6405 ......................................... jerryk@dc.rr.com 

June Teachers 
Shirley Allan...............................................345-5087 
Walter Goldsmith........................................772-8448 
Lyn Morse ..................................................345-4466 
Pat Palladino ...............................................772-9942 
Moe Sullivan ..............................................772-4416 
Charlie Voelker...........................................345-0123 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans ............ 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross ................ 345-7876 
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
News & Views  Jill Johnson .............. 772-4809 
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
 

June Lab Monitors 
Norm Alpert David Feign John Manion 
Cecilia Chu Walt Kasner Bob Osborn 
Bill Crowley Georgia Kennedy Leonette Rowe 
Linda Espinoza Bob Kreisler Charley Voelker 
   

35 MM Scanner Monitors 
George Hans  Walter Goldsmith  Leonette Rowe   

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis .................... Finance Review Committee 
June Cross .......................................... Computer Sale 
Pat Palladino......................... Nominating Committee 
 
 

 

PC SIG .............................. June 9  .................... 7;00 PM 
BOARD MEETING ........... June 18  .................. 9:00 AM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


