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By Lyn Morse  
 

And so, with this issue, we 
begin another year of Let’s Com-
pute.  Your board for 2011-2012 
has Jerry Katler returning as Di-
rector of Programs; we welcome 
him. Sharon Kiel will resume her 
position as our supplies pur-
chaser. Sharon has been as asset 
to Let’s Compute: I’m glad she is 
continuing her involvement in it. 

The lottery of the Macs was 
interesting. There were eight 
Macs in the lottery. Five of the 
people who put their names in for 
the drawing changed their minds 
– which I’m sure made the next 
five people who got them happy.  
Our thanks to Mai Chiang who 
organized and ran the lottery.  She 
stepped in at the last moment and 
did great job. 

So, the new Macs are in the 
lab. Yes, I know they don’t look 
any differently – the new ones 
look the same on the outside, but 
on the inside there are some really 
big changes, but the operating 
system, Lion, will be released by 
Apple early this month.  

Let’s Compute owes Kent 
McDonald a really BIG thank you 
for preparing the old Macs for the 

lottery AND setting up the new 
ones for the lab. I shake my 
head at the thought of how 
many hours Kent put into that.  

We’re fortunate to have 
Kent to do all this for the Mac 
side of the aisle, and Barbara 
Kaye to do her magic on the 
PC side. 

Class offerings are small, as 
you can see from the calendar. 
Remember, the teachers are 
paying members of LCCC just 
as you are and they volunteer 
their time in preparation and 
teaching. So, when I hear 
someone ask why we don’t of-
fer some class, the response is 
simply “no one has volun-
teered”. 

One final thought about the 
instructors: they put a lot of 
time and effort in preparing 
their classes and doing the 
handouts for you.  If you sign 
up for a class and can’t make it, 
have the courtesy to call that 
instructor and let her or him 
know. They’ve put hours into 
the preparation for the class, 
and then the time to teach it. 
Surely you have a couple of 
minutes to let them know you 
won’t be there. After all, teach-
ers’ names and numbers are on 
the back page of the B&B.. 
Such a simple thing would let 
that person know you do value 
the time they’ve volunteered 
for you. 

By Arlene Faber 
 
The Print Shop class for July 

is designed to help you learn to 
use the basic tools of the program 
to create your own Holiday letters, 
posters, flyers, business cards, la-
bels, greeting cards and every-
thing else PrintShop can do. We 
will experiment with Text and 
Headline tools to create your mes-
sage. You will learn to find and 
use clip art to make your projects 
look great. This is a perfect class 
for those who have taken begin-
ning computer or classes or are 
doing email and want to try some-
thing else. 

The summer is a great time to 
experiment with sending fancy 
letters to grandkids at camp. 
Maybe you want to make some 
labels or calling cards for a friend 
who is moving. Perhaps you need 
a few greeting cards for a special 
occasion. All of this and more can 
be done with Print Shop. 

Look for the signup sheet in 
Book 4 for the class on July 11 at 
1 PM. 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS OS Book TEACHER  
Sat July 2 10 - 12 Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
 July 4 - 9  Lab Closed     
Mon July 11 1:00 PrintShop 23: Posters & Flyers PC 4 Arlene Faber  
Tues July 12 1 – 2:30 Page Layout – Tools - Bird Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Wed. July 13 1 – 2:50 Images and Ink Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Sat July 16 10 – 12 Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Mon July 18 2 – 3:20 Quicken Basics PC 8 Dave Rosenthal 
  3:30 - 5 Quicken Basics Mac 8 Dave Rosenthal 
Tues July 19 1 – 2:50 Introduction To Preview Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
Wed July 20 1 – 2:30 Name Badges Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
Thurs. July 21 9:00 Board  Meeting   Idyllwild Room 
Sat July 23 10 -12 Open Lab  10:00 to Noon     
Tues July 26 1 – 2:30 Calling/Business cards Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
Wed July 27 1 – 2:50 Introduction to Numbers: Spreadsheet Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
Sat July 30 10 -12 Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     

South West Computer Conference - SWCC 
A Report by Lyn Morse 

In fact, the free nights from Town & Country were 
won by Mary Ann Manion and Dick Scarpulla…
talk about two happy couples!  

Certificates to Keystone Learning Training 
courses were won by Cathy and Linda. Linda, 
Sharon and John both won laptop briefcases. 
Dick’s name was drawn for the Nitro PDF Profes-
sional Program. Mary Ann claimed a packet of 
glossy photo paper. And I was most pleased to 
come home with both a spindle of Verbatim CDs 
and DVDs - and that’s one of the two brands I 
use!  There were so many door prizes that after the 
bowl was emptied, the names were returned and 
drawn again, and again, until all prizes had been 
given away. You had to be in the room when your 
name was called, so several times attendees 
missed out on a prize. 

For those of you who have never stayed at the 
Town and Country, the grounds are one vast rose 
garden, making it a pleasure to walk from the 
rooms to the conference center.  Maybe you’ll 
make it next year. Town and Country has always 
given us the Conference rate for three days both 
before and after the Conference; it makes a nice 
vacation in San Diego. 

During the first weekend of June, several mem-
bers of Let’s Compute found their way to the Town 
and Country resort in San Diego for the annual 
Southwest Compute Conference.  Attending the 
conference were: 
Sharon Kiel, Linda Espinoza, Jim Coon, Cathy 
Schaub, Dick and Abby Scarpulla, Mary Ann and 
John Manion and myself.  

Meetings began on Friday afternoon and con-
tinued through Sunday dinner. The conference was 
a combination of presentations on different pro-
grams from companies such as Corel as well as 
sessions from individual attendees who spoke on 
different topics. I attended several which were on 
photography and found them very informative. 

On Saturday night about 30 vender booths were 
set up around the dining room to be visited after 
dinner. Vendors brought products and software we 
could buy, as well as freebies.  

After the evening meals there were drawings 
for door prizes from the likes of Corel, Microsoft, 
Verbatim and even a free night from Town and 
Country, as well as a large variety of small items.  
Our group did quite well in the door prizes.   
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By Jan Grenert 
 

Next month in August, we will be intro-
ducing LibreOffice, a free,  multi-program 
software, which can be downloaded to a Mac 
or  PC.  LibreOffice is similar to OpenOffice, 
which has been around for several years.  Did 
you notice we said FREE ? 

In the past we have heard many students, 
or would-be students, say that they do not 
want to spend the big money for Microsoft 
programs.  They have a point there. The com-
puter club would like to  provide members an 
opportunity to try LibreOffice.  

Do I think this is better than Microsoft 
Word or Excel – heck no!   BUT is it free and 
can be downloaded from the internet to your 
computer.  It is a perfectly adequate program; 
you just need the patience and practice to 
learn how to make it work for you. Jim Cal-
vert and I will try to help with that. 

There are a couple of features of LibreOf-
fice (LO for short)  that I especially like.  The 
program can open existing Word documents 
into LO and can be edited.  A document cre-
ated in LO can be saved as Word .doc docu-
ment and/or emailed as a Word.doc  docu-
ment.   So there is compatibility between the 
programs.   

Barbara Kaye will be loading the program 
on the PCs in the lab for our lessons. 

I will be teaching basic lessons on the 
Text Document portion of the program.  In the 
Fall, Jim Calvert will teach the Spreadsheet 
portion.   

Please keep in mind that these are not Be-
ginning PC classes.   Students must know how 
to use the mouse and the keyboard. 

We will be interested in members’ re-
sponse to these lessons.  The response will 
determine if we continue to teach LO.   
 
 
Check it out: libreoffice.com 
 

 

 

DATE DAY 10-12:00 12-12:50 

1-Jul Fri J. Manion S. Shiffman 

2-Jul Sat L. Rowe Closed 

    

4-Jul Mon Closed Closed 

5-Jul Tue Closed Closed 

6-Jul Wed Closed Closed 

7-Jul Thu Closed Closed 

8-Jul Fri Closed Closed 

9-Jul Sat Closed Closed 

    

11-Jul Mon C. Chu B. Crowley 

12-Jul Tue H. Cook H. Cook 

13-Jul Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 

14-Jul Thu B. Osborn N. Alpert  

15-Jul Fri J. Manion S. Shiffman 

16-Jul Sat L. Rowe Closed 

    

18-Jul Mon C. Chu B. Crowley 

19-Jul Tue H. Cook H. Cook 

20-Jul Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 

21-Jul Thu B. Osborn N. Alpert 

22-Jul Fri J. Manion S. Shiffman 

23-Jul Sat B. Olson Closed 

    

25-Jul Mon C. Chu B. Crowley 

26-Jul Tue B. Olson K. Gibbons 

27-Jul Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 

28-Jul Thu B. Osborn N. Alpert  

29-Jul Fri J. Manion S. Shiffman 

30-Jul Sat K. Gibbons Closed 
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Lyn Morse, President ............................................... 760-345-4466 ........................... lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education .................................... 760-360-7146 ................................shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ................. 760-360-9085 ........................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director of Communications.......... 760-345-2931 ................ rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Linda Espinoza, Treasurer ........................................ 760-200-9299 ........................... puananioi@aol.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director  of Maintenance ................... 760-772-6520 ..................... barbarak1775@aol.com 
Jerry Katler,  Director of Programs ........................... 760-772-6405 .............................. jerryk@dc.rr.com 

July Teachers 
Shirley Allan...........................................760-345-5087 
Arlene  Faber ..........................................760-200-3933 
Dave Rosenthal .......................................760-772-7029 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans ............ 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross ................ 345-7876 
Supplies  Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
 Email:modwenas@hotmail.com 
 

July Lab Monitors 
Norm Alpert David Feign Bob Osborn 
Cecilia Chu Kevin Gibbons Leonette Rowe 
Herb Cook John Manion Sara Shiffman 
Bill Crowley Betty Olson Charlie Voleker 

 
35 MM Scanner Monitor 

 George Hans    
  

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis .................... Finance Review Committee 
Mai Chaing ......................................... Computer Sale 
Nominating Committee ..................................... Open 
News & View Writer ....................Yvonne Michelsen 

 

BOARD MEETING ............July  21 ..................9:00 AM 

No General Meetings in June, July or August 

A big THANKS to 
the monitors who 

are on duty all 
summer in the 

lab. 
The computer lab  
is a great place to 

chill out! 


