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             Subject to Monitor Availability 

WWW.SCPD-ComputerClub.org 

By Lyn Morse 
 

As you can tell by looking at this month’s class schedule, things 
have slowed down a bit for Let’s Compute.  For those of you new to 
the Wonderful World of Computing, both PC and Mac users can find 
beginning classes for those platforms.   

There are a couple of new classes for the Mac that might be of in-
terest, and one class that is a sharing of information that everyone 
should be interested in.  Check them out. 

Adobe CS has been reinstalled on all of the PCs, so those of you 
who have been waiting patiently can now play with those digitals pho-
tos of yours using the BIG Photoshop program.  Yes, CS is on the 
Macs also. 

On the Mac side, Print Explosion Deluxe has now been installed on 
all of the computers. The teachers will be learning the new ‘ins and 
outs’ before offering classes.  Look for them later in the summer. If 
you own the old Print Explosion, the new version may be ordered at a 
discount from www.novadevelopment.com.  For those of you inter-
ested in purchasing it for the first time, go there also. 

The Board has approved the continuation of membership cards.  
You’ll begin seeing them after July 1.  An email will be sent out to 
those who have paid their dues for the new year when they are ready 
to be picked up at the lab. 

A reminder that there are no General Meetings for June, July and 
August. 

By Jan Grenert 
 

Recently I put all the back 
copies of Bits & Bytes into a 
folder - for posterity or what-
ever.  It seemed wrong to toss 
them out. 

The very first issue was dated 
October 1995.  It appears that 
some of the concerns of our 
founders are much the same as 
we have today, only more up-
dated. 

In fact,, many of the origina-
tors of  Let’s Compute are still 
with the club: Norma Streeter, 
Charley Voelker, Lyn Heller 
and Liz Ferrel.  The first presi-
dent was Mitch Weiner.  

The newsletter was one 
folded page and was hand de-
livered to each member’s mail 
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By Jan Grenert 
 Our last meeting of this club 
year was a real gem.  Barbara 
Kaye showed us how to re-create 
a mural from a group of nine 
separate photographs.  The sub-
ject was a mural on a wall in In-
dio.  Barbara had taken a series 
of photos using the click, shuffle 
your feet, click method with a 
hand-held camera.   She made 
sure the pictures overlapped 
somewhat.   
 Barbara provided a handout 
that described what she was do-
ing so we could follow her as 
she demonstrated. 
 Now, it true that many photo 
editing programs have ‘stitching’ 
features, but Barbara choose to 
use PhotoShop Elements 4 to 
manually assemble, align, 
stretch, skew, clone and finally 
adjust brightness, contrast and 
otherwise wave her magic wand. 
Or so it seemed!  It was an ex-
cellent opportunity to learn 
about Elements 4 because she 
repeated many of the same steps 
for each of the nine photos as 
she assembled and aligned them. 
 This demonstration had many 
of us thinking it would be a great 
lesson to add to our class sched-
ule.  So don’t be too surprised to 
find it on the schedule one of 
these months. 
 I want to thank all of you who 
have participated in the Digital 
SIG meetings and especially our 
diligent Dean Charley who sends 
out the reminder emails each 
month.  Keep an eye out for sub-
jects you would like to discuss 
when we meet again this fall. 

 As we 
were walking out 
of the building 
Barbara Kaye and 
Lyn Morse sere-
naded the evening 

with a rousing 
duet of “The  John 
B sails.”that had 
the line “I want to 
go home.”  What a 
great way to end 
the day! 
 

 

By Terry Kaye & Friends 
 
The Kerry Greene and Terry 

Kaye duo provided the infotain-
ment at the May 9 Internet Spe-
cial Interest Group. 

Prior to class time, while the 
20+ attendees were getting set-
tled, Terry demonstrated a Su-
d o k u  w e b  s i t e 
(www.websudoku.com). Su-
doku, for those not yet afflicted, 
is a popular number puzzle, 
which Terry thinks is more prop-
erly described  as a pattern rec-
ognition game. 

Kerry started the session by 
asking attendees where they 
went on the web for answers to 
problems. This was a preamble 
to Kerry’s demonstration of a 
useful tech support site, http://

www.techsupportforum.com/. 
It’s a free and relative easy way 
to get tech answers to computer 
problems. It utilizes a program 
called “HijackThisLog” to help 
get rid of malware with help 
from TechSupport Analysts. 
(Caution – the resulting recom-
mendations may be beyond your 
expertise.) 

Other useful tech support sites 
mentioned were Microsoft 
Knowledge Base, and the Tech 
Support  Guy at  ht tp: / /
www.techguy.org/. 

Asked to identify their favorite 
web site, each attendee re-
sponded with their favorites. 
Generally, it was their Home 
Page like AOL, Earthlink, Ya-
hoo, etc., modified to present 
customized info. Some other 
“favorites” were Wikipedia, 
Ecleaner, and Websters. 

We learned about a useful util-
ity called SiteAdvisor (http://
www.siteadvisor.com/) that  is a 
security add-on for your Internet 
Explorer browser that helps you 
identify sites that are linked to 
spyware, adware, spam, viruses, 
browser-based attacks, phishing, 
or online fraud. It’s a good ser-
vice to help users avoid sites that 
could use you and your info.  

Most attendees agreed we 
should meet June 13. Asked 
what topic should be covered, 
Voice Over Internet Protocol 
(V0iP) was chosen. Terry will 
attempt to find an expert to 
cover this for us. 

Bring your Internet questions 
and maybe you’ll get an answer. 

The next meet-
ing is scheduled 
for June 13 at 
7:00 p.m. 
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By Kerry Greene 
 

Our last meeting of the season 
was a good one.  It was well at-
tended and we addressed some 
great questions – that’s what it’s 
all about.  Our subject for this 
meeting was about how to pass-
word protect an individual file or 
folder, which was inspired by a 

question from a 
previous meeting.  
I remember read-
ing an article long 
ago in PC World 
magazine about 

how to easily do that by creating 
a “zipped” folder and then put-
ting the file(s) in it that I want to 
password protect.  We demon-
strated this procedure by moving 
a certain file into our new zipped 
folder and then clicked on the 
File menu from within the 
zipped folder and chose ‘Add 
Password’ – after confirming our 
password input, our file was now 
password protected.  Anyone 
wanting to open that file would 
be asked to supply the password.  
There are other programs avail-
able for stronger password pro-
tection, such as BestCrypt v.7.1 
a v a i l a b l e  f r o m h t t p : / /
www.jetico.com/, which will 
strongly encrypt your critical 
data.  Many thanks go to Mike 
Dunn for pointing this out to us. 
 

The discussion then continued 
into ‘locking’ a Word or Excel 
document so that no changes can 
be made after you pass it on to 

someone else.  Using Word as an 
example, we created a simple 
document and then demonstrated 
how to lock the document so that 
no changes could be made, in-
cluding addition or deletion of 
text, formatting changes, etc.  
Unlocking the document would 
require a password, no matter 
how the document is sent or 
shared with others. 
 
 Finally, we got into a discus-
sion about password protecting 
the entire computer.  Normally, 
this is not needed with your 
home desktop computer, unless 
you do not trust an individual in 
(or visiting) you home.  We 
demonstrated how to set up (or 
remove) a Windows User pass-
word.  If you have a laptop com-
puter and you travel with it, a 
Windows password (or some-
thing stronger) might be a good 
idea.  We also emphasized the 
importance of making a record 
of such passwords in a clearly 
recognizable place (such as a 
spiral book marked COM-
PUTER PASSWORDS) and the 
importance of keeping such a 
record up to date immediately 
after changes are made. 
 
 The Windows SIG will be dark 
for the summer months – we will 
meet again in October on our 
usual third Tuesday night of the 
month.  I would like to thank the 
fine folks who made special 
presentations this year, and all of 
you who took the time to attend 
our meetings.  See you in the 
fall! 

Here is an excerpt from the 
front page of that issue: 

 
Windows 95 

By now most computer types 
have at least heard of the new 
operating system from Micro-
soft.  It combines Windows 3.1 
and DOS 6.22 into a single new, 
more efficient operating system.  
Sounds good!!  Before you 
switch, evaluate. 

Ask, is it for me?  Do I really 
need it?  Only you can answer 
that.  Talk to others who have 
already installed it to see what 
their experience has been.  For 
some, it was easy, for others it 
was difficult.  It depends on 
one’s level of computer literacy 
and experience with 6.2 that will 
determine how well you will do. 

No doubt it is the wave of the  
future.  New programs are all 
being written for it, and the 
other ones will fade away.  In-
vestigate!  There are several 
good books on the subject now 
on the market.  Get one and look 
the system over.  Then decide.  
Jump in now or wait a bit longer 
to see how it does in the long 
run. 

In any event, before you do 
make the change, you will have 
good opportunity to clean out all 
the old stuff from your hard 
drive that you no longer use. 

 
Well, now you could substitute 

the word Vista for Windows XP 
and heed the advice!   

Re-visiting Our  
History 

continued 
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Burning Music CDs 
Lyn Morse 

 
You’ve taken Lou Shapiro’s 

iTunes class and learned all 
kinds of things you can do with 
that gem of a program, including 
making customized CDs of your 
favorite songs.  This class will 
walk you through all the steps of 
making that CD! 

Go through your CDs and find 
about 20 songs that you really 
like, and that you’d like all to-
gether on one CD.  Bring a blank 
CD or more to burn them onto.  

You’ll be ripping (copying) the 
songs into the iTunes library, 
organizing them into the playing 
order you want and then burning 
your CD.  You’ll even make a 
song sheet for the CD case so 
you’ll know what’s on the CD.   

You might even have time to 
make a couple of CDs, so you 
may want to bring more than 20 
of your CDs. Come prepared to 
make more than one customized 
CD.  I think there will be time. 

I find that I’m listening to my 
personally customized CDs 
when in the car more than the 
radio.  It’s a hoot! 

 
 

Backing up  
Documents and Photos 

Lyn Morse 
 

You’ve heard the sad stories 
of people losing their files and 
photos because their computer 
crashed.  Well, it happens more 
than you’d expect; it just hasn’t 
happened to you – yet! And it 
happens to both Mac and PC 
computers; no computer is ex-
empt from the horrible – ah ha, I 
got ‘cha! 

At the last general meeting, 
when asked if members would 
be interested in getting together 
and talking about how to safe-
guard those irreplaceable things 
on their hard drives, a show of 
hands filled the air.  So, here is 
what you asked for. 

Shelia Harbet and I will be 
leading a session where we’ll be 
talking about different ways to 
back up your data.  Some will be 
very simple and inexpensive 
(think CDs and DVDs); others 
will be more expensive (think 
flash drives and external HDs).   

Note I used the words 
“leading a session.” This is also 
to be a time to share ideas that 
may have been successful for 
you. 

All skill levels are encouraged. 

Exploring iPhoto 6 
Lyn Morse 

 
You’ve used 
iPhoto for 
some time 
now, and 
you’re find-
ing that you 
really don’t 
use all the 
co mpo nent 
parts of it.  

You just don’t take the time to 
explore and see what each does.  
Also, the basic part of iPhoto, its 
albums, has a few new features 
on editing that are very easy to 
use.  In some cases, they really 
give Adobe Elements a run for 
its money. (Did I really say that? 
I teach Elements!) 

This may be just the class for 
you.  Some things iPhoto does 
wonderfully, and some you may 
be better off using another pro-
gram to do.  Sometimes there 
may be a way to use iPhoto and 
work around what it wants you 
to do. 

If you use iPhoto, come and 
we’ll explore and learn together.  
I’m sure there are those of you 
who have discovered tips of your 
own that you’d like to share. 
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Day Date Time Class Book Teacher  
Thur June 1 10 - 2 Open Lab   
  3:00 Word Draw 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri  June 2 10 - 2 Open Lab    
Sat June 3   10:00 to 12:00 Open Lab    
Mon June 5 10 - 2 Open Lab    
  3:00 Beginning Mac 1 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues June 6 10 - 2 Open Lab   
  1 - 3 Word 1 & 2 (PC) 2 Shirley Celli 
  7:00 INTERNET SIG   Lab  
Wed June 7 10 -2 Open Lab   
  2 – 3:30 PC for Beginners 1 of 3 3 Shelia Harbet  
Thur June 8 10 - 1 Open Lab   
  1 –2:30 PC for Beginners 2 of 3 3 Shelia Harbet 
  3 – 4:30 Word Draw (PC) 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri June 9 10  - 2 Open Lab   
  2 – 3:30 PC for Beginners 3 of 3 3 Shelia Harbet  
Sat June 10  10:00 to 12:00 Open Lab    
Mon June 12 10 - 2 Open Lab   
  3 - 5 iPhoto (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse  
Tues June 13 10 - 1 Open Lab   
  1 - 3 Word 3 & 3.5 (PC) 2 Shirley Celli  
Wed June 14 10 -2 Open Lab    
Thur June 15 10 - 2 Open Lab   
  3 – 4:30 Word 4  (PC) 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri June 16 10 - 2 Open Lab    
Sat June 17  10:00 to 12:00 Open Lab    
Mon June 19 10 - 2 Open Lab   
  3:00 Beginning Mac 2 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues June 20 10 -1 Open Lab   
  1-2:30 Share Your File Back-up Techniques front  Lyn Morse 
   (Mac/PC) table & Shelia Harbet 
  3:00 Burning a CD (PC) 3 Shelia Harbet  
Wed. June 21 10 - 2 Open Lab    
Thur June 22 9:00 Board Meeting    
  10 - 2 Open Lab    
Fri June 23 10 - 2 Open Lab    
Sat June 24  10:00 to 12:00 Open Lab    
Mon June 26 10 - 2 Open Lab   
  1 - 3 Burning Music CDs (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse 
  3:00 Beginning Mac 3 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues June 27 10 - 2 Open Lab    
Wed June 28 10 - 2 Open Lab    
Thur June 29 10 - 2 Open Lab    
  3 – 4:30 Digital Pictures in Word (PC) 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri June 30 10-2 Open Lab    
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Class Date Time 
 
Beginning Mac series 
   Session 1 6-5 3:00 
   Session 2 6-19 3:00 
   Session 3 6-26 3:00 
 
Beginning PC series 
   Session 1 6-7 2:00+ 
   Session 2 6-8 1:00+ 
   Session 3 6-9 2:00+ 
BOARD MEETING 6-22 9:00
  
Burning a CD (PC) 6-20 3:00 
Burning Music CDs (Mac) 6-26 1:00 
 
INTERNET SIG  6-6 7:00 
 
iPhoto 6-12    3:00+ 
 
Share Your Technique for  6-20 1:00+  
Backing up files  
   
 
Word Series - PC 
      Shirley Celli Beginning Word 
     1   Creating a Basic Letter 6-6 1:00 
     2   Revising a Basic Letter 6-6 2:00  
     3   More business letter basics 6-13 1:00 
     3.5   Envelopes and Labels 6-13 2:00 
 
    Jan Grenert  Advance Word 
      Word Art 6-1 3:00 + 
      Word Draw 6-8 3:00+ 
      Word 4 6-15 3:00+ 
      Digital Pictures into Word 6-29 3:00+ 
 

Why Computers Sometimes Crash! 
 by Dr. Seuss. 

 
If a packet hits a pocket on a socket on a port,  

and the bus is interrupted at a very last resort,  
and the access of the memory makes your floppy 
disk abort, then the socket packet pocket has an 
error to report. 
 
 
If your cursor finds a menu item followed by a 
dash, and the double-clicking   icon puts your win-
dow in the trash, and your data is corrupted 'cause 
the index doesn't hash, then your situation's hope-
less and your system's gonna crash! 
 
 
If the label on the cable on the table at your house, 
says the network is connected to the button on 
your mouse, but your packets want to tunnel to 
another protocol, that's repeatedly rejected by the 
printer down the hall . . 
 
 
And your screen is all distorted by the side effects 
of gauss, so your icons in   the window are as 
wavy as a souse; then you may as well reboot and 
go out with a bang, 'cuz sure as I'm a poet, the 
sucker's gonna hang. 
 
 
When the copy on your floppy's getting sloppy in 
the disk, and the macro code instructions are caus-
ing unnecessary risk,  then you'll have to flash the 
memory and you'll want to RAM your ROM, and 
then quickly turn off the computer and be sure to 
tell your Mom! 
 
Well, that certainly clears things up for me. 
How about you? 
 

 
Summer classes in the lab are great. 

· The lab is cool and comfortable 
· Classes are not crowded 
· Get to know fellow members who are here most of 

the summer. 
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This Bulletin Board is a service for our club 
members only.  Use the Bulletin Board to 
sell, give away, buy or exchange computer 
related items. or trace down something lost in 
the lab. Send an email to Jan at jgren-
ert@dc.rr.com with the following informa-
tion: 
¨ A description of the item and whether you 

want to buy, sell, exchange or give away. 
¨ Your name, phone number and/or email 

address. 
  
Let’s Compute is not responsible for the 
items posted or any dispute resulting from 
any type of exchange. 

 

Wanted: 
Do you have a computer or peripheral that 
you want to dispose of?  I will take it. 
Contact Barbara Kaye at 772-6520  
or email barbarak1775@aol.com 
 
---------------------------------------------------- 
Wanted: 
Computers, monitors and other peripherals, 
working or “dead”.  I will take them.  
Contact Shelia Harbet at 360-7146  
or email  shelia @csun.edu. 

�

�

 

Date   Time   

    10-12 12-2 

1-Jun Thu B. Osborn F. Diaz 

2-Jun Fri B. Yeh Re McCarthy 

3-Jun Sat C. Kaczorowski   

        

5-Jun Mon F. Diaz B. Crowley 

6-Jun Tue B. Yeh H. Reese 

7-Jun Wed P. Paladino D. Feign 

8-Jun Thu B. Osborn   

9-Jun Fri C. Kaczorowski Re McCarthy 

10-Jun Sat L. Rowe   

        
12-Jun Mon F. Diaz B. Crowley 

13-Jun Tue B. Yeh H. Reese 

14-Jun Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 

15-Jun Thu B. Osborn  S. Plotkin 

16-Jun Fri C. Kaczorowski J. Manion 

17-Jun Sat L. Rowe   

        

19-Jun Mon F.Diaz B. Crowley 

20-Jun Tue S. Cronin H. Reese 

21-Jun Wed C.Voelker D. Feign 

22-Jun Thu B.Osborn F. Diaz 

23-Jun Fri C.Kaczorowski J. Manion 

24-Jun Sat L. Rowe   

        

26-Jun Mon F. Diaz B. Crowley 

27-Jun Tue S. Cronin  H. Reese 

28-Jun Wed C.Voelker D. Feign 

29-Jun Thu B.Osborn F. Diaz 

30-Jun Fri C.Kaczorowski J. Manion 

Remember, if no monitor is available 
for a time slot 
during open lab, 
the door will be 
locked. 
 

Help us keep the 
lab open, volun-
teer to be a moni-
tor. 
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INTERNET SIG  
June 6, 7:00 p.m. 
 
WINDOWS SIG 
No Meeting in June 
 
DIGITAL SIG  
No Meeting in June 
 

 
BOARD MEETING  
June 22, 9:00 a.m. 
 
MAC SIG  
No meeting in June 
 
GENERAL MEETING  
No meeting in June 
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Lyn Morse, President............................................345-4466 ......................................lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education ................................360-7146 ..........................................shelia@csun.edu 
Kent McDonald, VP Communications..................345-2931 ...........................rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor .............360-9085 ......................................jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Jack Drill, Treasurer .............................................345-8709 .......................................... jdrill@dc.rr.com 
Barbara Kaye, VP Maintenance............................772-6520 ...............................barbarak1775@aol.com 

June Teachers 
 
Shirley Allan.............................................. 345-5087 
Shirley Celli............................................... 345-7159 
Jan Grenert................................................. 360-9085 
Shelia Harbet ............................................. 360-7146 
Lyn Morse ................................................. 345-4466 
 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

e-mail: letscompute@earthlink.net 
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If you would like to be a  volunteer call Sharon at 772-0745 

 
June  Lab Monitors 

Bill Crowley John Manion Sheldon Plotkin 
Shirley Cronin Ree McCarthy Howard Reese 
Frank Diaz Bob Osborn Leonette Rowe 
David Feign Pat Palladino Beverly Yeh 
Charley Kaczorowski  Charlie Voelker 
 

35 MM Scanner Monitors         
Felice Bourne Sheldon Plotkin Leonette Rowe 
Pete Claar Conrad Lembers Harvey Schwartz 
Walter Goldsmith Jack Drill   

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis ................................... Audit Committee 
Moe Sullivan ............................ Monitor Coordinator 
Jack Drill ......................35 MM Scanner Coordinator 
Richard Gregory........................... Budget Committee 
June Cross..........................................Computer Sale 
Leroy Cox.....................Paper Exchange Coordinator 

Keep in touch  this summer 
Check in on-line at  
 


