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WWW.SCPD-ComputerClub.org 

December!  WHERE did the 
year go?  I watch the weather 
channel sometimes and am thank-
ful to be here in SCPD with our 
wonderful weather.  After 30 
years of Seattle weather, I’m lov-
ing it! 

Having located Harris’ Alma-
nac, I have the monthly quote for 
you: ”When a man forgets him-
self, he usually does something 
that everyone else remem-
bers.” (Editorially, that goes for 
women too, people.) 

More classes are beginning to 
be offered now that more teacher 
volunteers are back and settled in 
from vacations and summer 
homes. We welcome them back 
with open arms.  A few new 
classes are being offered, so look 
for them on the schedule.  Again, 
and always, if you’re interested in 
offering a class, let Shelia Harbet 
know (telephone 760-360-7146). 
Personally, I’d love it if someone 

would take over iTunes and 
teach it. Remember, it’s both 
Mac and PC, so it really doesn’t 
matter which platform you use; 
once online, it’s the same.   

Please remember that the 
daily limit on the number of 
pages that may be printed each 
day is 10. Don’t embarrass your-
self by making the monitor have 
to ask you to abide by Club 
rules. When you joined Let’s 
Compute, you accepted those 
rules. 

I have been asked to remind 
you that the Association R and 
R’s state that a private business 
may not be conducted using As-
sociation facilities – our lab is 
included in that regulation. The 
use of the computers and printers 
in the lab may not be used as a 
part of a business transaction in 
which income is earned by the 
user.  Yes, you may order items 
which are sent to your home, but 
no, you may not earn money 
from use of the lab.   

And here’s a thought: when 
you order something, make sure 
nothing is left on the computer, 
table or counter that would have 
personal information on it.  Even 
as I type this, I have in a folder 

the latest item I picked up next to 
the printer in the back – a state-
ment from Express Scripts with 
the medication listed and the per-
son it was sent to.  Really and 
truly, items like this shouldn’t be 
left lying around. Protect yourself. 

I hope you had a good 
Thanksgiving and enjoyed going 
off diets ever so gently – ha! 

In the next few weeks, take a 
break from the ordinary and do 
something a bit different. By now 
you’ve missed out on one Pow-
Wow, but another is coming up 
shortly – if you haven’t seen one, 
grab your camera and go! Watch 
the Desert Sun and entertainment 
magazines for dates and times.  Of 
course, the Tamale Festival is al-
most here – better get there early 
if you want a cactus tamale 
(they’re great!)  And of course, 
the WILD LIGHTS are returning 
to the Living Desert! Take a 
jacket to that one.  

By the way, have you been to 
one of the men’s softball games? 
What a treat! And you can watch 
them from your golf cart behind 
the batters’ cage! 

I can’t believe I’m going to 
say this, but take a vacation from 
that computer and enjoy the ac-
tivities around us.  
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By Kent McDonald  
and Terry Kay 

 
An SRO crowd of 25 attended 

this 7:00 PM meeting and left 
happy at approximately 8:15 PM 
having participated in a good in-
terchange of Q & A  and info 
about the Internet and PCs. 

Kent McDonald opened with 
his usual highlight list of interest-
ing news items including:  Micro-
soft Patch Tuesday (only 15 this 
month); release of Apple's Snow 
Leopard; the Motorola/Verizon 
Android phone release (100K sold 
in first weekend); Google's free 
WiFi in airports and Virgin Amer-
ica flights thru Jan 15; Apple's 
new Mighty Mouse, a touch sensi-
tive mouse that recognizes ges-
tures; AT&T will allow use of 
Skype on their 3G network cell 
phones; Radio Shack will start 
selling 3GS iPhones; Amazon has 
released the Kindle eBook soft-
ware for PCs and iPhones 
(supports color and touch 
screens) ; and future Internet fees 
due to Net Neutrality. 

Terry Kay primed the pot with 
a quick presentation of some inter-
esting items:  AVG 9.0 Antivirus 
is now available for free until De-
cember 1; Online grocery sales are 
increasing; personal data security 
on-line is not what it should be; 
Google Search still dominates but 
Microsoft's Bing is rising in popu-
larity; a free Windows 7 Upgrade 
Advisor is available to check your 
computer's compatibility for Win 
7; Cloud Computing is being used 
internally by Google and IBM. 
Employees. 

A few of the questions 
fielded included how to prevent 
Quicken pop-ups; how useful are 
the new Netbooks; Windows 7 
running in virtual XP mode.  

A quick show of hands indi-
cated that most attendees are us-
ing Time Warner Road Runner. 

The next PC SIG will be 
Dec 8, 7 PM in the Computer 
Lab. 

 

 

Sorry, no Mac SIG report 
this month.  We’ll catch up in 
the January Bits & Bytes. 

The next Mac SIG meeting 
will be on January 15 at 9:00 
am in the lab. 

����

Chuck Hellman, a new teacher 
to our lab, will teach a series of 
three lesson on Power Point.  
These classes are on December 
1, 8, and 15.  Be sure to thank 
Chuck for volunteering his time 
to teach. 

 A Print Shop Class  
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By Arlene Faber 
Do you like to include pictures 

and graphic images in your Print-
Shop projects?  There are several 
good ways to bring in pictures 
from your computer, a CD, a 
thumb drive or the internet to cre-
ate better projects.  The tech-
niques we cover will work on any-
thing from an address label to a 
greeting card or a holiday let-
ter.  This Dec. 7 class will take 
you beyond the graphics of the 
PrintShop library to make your 
projects more interesting. 

Getting 
crowded 
up here! 

Check out - Cloud 
computing using 
Google Docs -Bob 
Osborn will teach a 

class on Dec 17. 

 

 WORD  XP in December 
Moe Sullivan will teach 
four basic classes on 
Microsoft Word featur-

ing the older versions and  XP.  
We have had many requests for 
this series.  Thanks to Moe, it is 
on the schedule. 

 
The Computer Lab  
will be closed on: 

December 24, 25,26,  
December 31 

& 
January 1 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS OS BOOK TEACHER  
Tues Dec 1 8:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (1/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   9:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (1/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   1 – 3:20 Excel (1 & 2 of 4) PC 5 W. Goldsmith 
   3:30 – 4:30 PowerPoint (1/3) PC 5 Chuck Hellman  
Wed Dec 2 8:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (2/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   9:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (2/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Thur Dec 3 8:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (3/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   9:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (3/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   1:00 PrintShop 23 (1/2) PC 4 Norm Alpert 
   2 - 5 iMovie/iDVD Mac 1 Lyn Morse  
Fri  Dec 4 8:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (4/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   9:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (4/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   1:00 Address Book Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
   2:00 Setting Up Mail Account Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Sat Dec 5  Open Lab 10:00 -  Noon     
Mon Dec 7 8:30 -10 Word 2003 (1/4) PC 2 Moe Sullivan 
   1:00 PrintShop: Working w/Graphics PC 4 Arlene Faber 
   2:00 Before iPhoto Mac 1 Lyn Morse 
   3 - 5 iPhoto Mac 1 Lyn Morse  
Tues Dec 8 8:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (5/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   9:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (5/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   1 – 3:20 Excel (3 & 4 of 4) PC 5 W. Goldsmith 
   3:30 – 4:30 PowerPoint  (2/3) PC 5 Chuck Hellman 
   7:00 PC SIG   Lab  
Wed Dec 9 1 – 2:30 PhotoShop Elements 6:  
           Photo Adj. Using Layers (new) PC 14 Jim Calvert  
Thur Dec 10 1:00 PrintShop  23 (2/2) PC  Norm Alpert 
   3 – 4:30 Word 2007 (5) Closed Class PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Fri  Dec 11 8:30 - 10 PhotoShop Ele 6: Photo Adj. (1/3) PC 14 Jim Calvert 
   1:00 Mail Preferences and Views Mac 1 Shirley Allan 
   2:00 Sending and Receiving of 
        email & attachments  Mac Shirley Allan  
Sat Dec 12 10 – 12 Open Lab 10:00 -  Noon     
Mon Dec 14 8:30 - 10 PhotoShop Ele. 6: Photo Adj (2/3) PC 14 Jim Calvert  
Tues Dec 15 8:30 - 10 PhotoShop Ele. 6: Photo Adj (3/3) PC 14 Jim Calvert 
   1:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (1/5)  PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   2:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (1/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   3:00 PowerPoint 2007 (3/3) PC 5 Chuck Hellman 
Wed Dec 16 9:00 Files & Folders  PC 12 Charlie Voelker 
   1:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (2/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   2:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (2/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Thur Dec 17 9:00 Cloud Computing: Google Docs PC 7 Bob Osborn 
   9:00 Board Meeting   Idyllwild 
   1:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (3/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   2:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (3/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Fri  Dec 18 1:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (4/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   2:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (4/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS OS BOOK TEACHER  
Sat  Dec 19 Open Lab 10:00 -  Noon     
Mon Dec 21 8:30 - 10 Word 2003 (2/4) PC 2 Moe Sullivan 
   1:00 Beginning PC (beginners) (5/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert 
   2:00 Beginning PC (brush-up) (5/5) PC 3 Jim Calvert  
Tues Dec 22 1 -2:30 Burning CDs Using Vista PC 9 Jim Calvert  
Thu - Sat  Dec. 24  - 26 Happy Holidays -  Lab Closed     
Mon Dec 28 8:30 - 10 Word 2003 (3/4) PC 2 Moe Sullivan  
Tues Dec 29 8:30 - 10 Organize Using Files & Folders PC 10 Jim Calvert  

 

Class Date Time 
Before iPhoto 12-7 2:00 
  
Beginning PC – beginners 
 Part 1 12-1 8:00 
 Part 2 12-2 8:00 
 Part 3 12-3 8:00 
 Part 4 12-4 8:00 
 Part 5 12-8 8:00 
Beginning PC – beginners – a repeat 
 Part 1 12-15 1:00 
 Part 2 12-16 1:00 
 Part 3 12-17 1:00 
 Part 4 12-18 1:00 
 Part 5 12-21 1:00 
Beginning PC – brush-up  
 Part 1 12-1 9:00 
 Part 2 12-2 9:00 
 Part 3 12-3 9:00 
 Part 4 12-4 9:00 
 Part 5 12-8 9:00 
Beginning PC – brush-up – a repeat  
 Part 1 12-15 2:00 
 Part 2 12-16 2:00 
 Part 3 12-17 2:00 
 Part 4 12-18 2:00 
 Part 5 12-21 2:00 
BOARD MEETING 12-17 9:00 
Burning CDs Using Vista  12-22 1:00 
 
Cloud Compute: Google docs 12-17 9:00 
 
Excel Series for the PC 
 Excel 1 and 2 12-1 1:00
 Excel 3 and 4  12-8 1:00 

Class Date Time 
Files and Folders 12-16 9:00 
 
iMovie/iDVD 12-3 2:00 
iPhoto 12-7 3:00 
Mac Series 
 Address Book 12-4 1:00 
 Mail Preferences & Views 12-11 1:00 
 Setting up Mail Account 12-4 2:00 
 Send/receive attachments 12-11 2:00 
Organize Using Files/Folders 12-29 8:30 
  
PC SIG 12-9 7:00 pm 
PhotoShop Elements 6 – Photo Adjustment 
 Using Layers 12-9 1:00 
 Part 1 12-11 8:30 
 Part 2 12-14 8:30 
 Part  3 12-15 8:30 
PowerPoint - PC 
 Part 1 12-1 3:30 
 Part 2 12-8 3:30 
 Part 3 12-15 3:00 
PrintShop 23 series –PC 
 Part 1 12-3 1:00 
 Part 2 12-10 1:00 
Printshop PC work w/ graphics 12-7 1:00 
 
Word 2003 –  
 Part 1 12-7 8:30 
 Part 2 12-21 8:30 
 Part 3 12-28 8:30 
Word 2007 (5) closed class 12-10 3:00 
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Date Day 10-12 12-1 
Dec.1 Tues P. Baigent L. Weiser 
Dec.2 Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
Dec.3 Thu B. Osborn N. Alpert 
Dec.4 Fri J. Manion R. Kreisler 
Dec.5 Sat L. Rowe Closed 
        
Dec.7 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Dec.8 Tue P. Baigent L. Weiser 
Dec.9 Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
Dec.10 Thu B. Osborn N. Alpert 
Dec.11 Fri J. Manion W. Kasner 
Dec.12 Sat L. Rowe Closed 
        
Dec.14 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Dec.15 Tue P. Baigent L. Weiser 
Dec.16 Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
Dec.17 Thu B. Osborn N. Alpert 
Dec.18 Fri   W. Kasner 
Dec.19 Sat L. Rowe Closed 
        
Dec.21 Mon C. Chu W. Crowley 
Dec.22 Tue P. Baigent L. Weiser 
Dec.23 Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
Dec.24 Thu Closed Closed 
Dec.25 Fri Closed Closed 
Dec.26 Sat Closed Closed 
        
Dec.28 Mon   W. Crowley 
Dec.29 Tue P. Baigent L. Weiser 
Dec.30 Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
Dec.31 Thu Closed Closed 

 

Protect Your Wi-Fi Network 
Keep your Wi-Fi network private by activat-

ing your router's password-protected encryption.  
By following the directions included in your 

router's users manual, you can set up a password 
on your router to prevent strangers from wire-
lessly connecting to your network. Such uninvited 
guests will leech part of your bandwidth and may 
also have more nefarious schemes in mind, such 
as exploring files on your hard drive or using your 
service for illegal activity.  
 

Surge Protector: A Valuable Accessory  
Surge Protectors ensure the electrical current 

running to your desktop or laptop computer does-
n't exceed proper levels. Plugging your computer 
into a surge protector will protect it from poten-
tially serious damage.  

Portable models will protect your laptop when 
you're on the go for work or play.  
 
How much RAM should my computer have?  

Most new systems come with 3GB or more, 
which will let operating systems such as Win-
dows Vista or Windows 7 run smoothly. How-
ever, 1GB is acceptable for scaled-down PC sys-
tems, such as netbooks.  
 

Look For Turn-By-Turn Features  
In GPS Devices 

The ability to give turn-by-turn directions is 
by far one of the key features to look for in a GPS 
(global positioning system) device. Turn-by-turn 
provides directions in spoken words so you can 
keep your eyes on the road.  

Simpler systems provide generalized direc-
tions, such as, "Turn left in 300 feet." Better sys-
tems provide more visually oriented directions, 
such as "Turn left in 300 feet at the gas station 
onto Peregrine Road." The accuracy of turn-by-
turn systems that mention landmarks is hit or 
miss, but should get better in the future. Turn-by-
turn systems that use both road names and dis-
tance tend to be highly accurate and usable.  
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Lyn Morse, President ........................................... 345-4466 ...................................... lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education ................................ 360-7146 .......................................... shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ............. 360-9085 ...................................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director of Communications...... 345-2931 ........................... rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Linda Espinoza, Treasurer .................................... 200-9299 ..................................... puananioi@aol.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director  of Maintenance ............... 772-6520 ............................... barbarak1775@aol.com 

December Teachers 
Shirley Allan ....................................... 760-345-5087 
Norm Alpert ........................................ 760-200-4618 
Jim Calvert .......................................... 760-772-6710 
Arlene Faber ........................................ 760-220-3933 
Walter Goldsmith ................................ 760-772-8448 
Jan Grenert .......................................... 760-360-9085 
Shelia Harbet ....................................... 760-360-7146 
Chuck Hellman .................................... 760-861-2174 
Lyn Morse ........................................... 760-345-4466 
Bob Osborn ......................................... 760-200-1149 
Moe Sullivan ....................................... 760-772-4416 
Charlie Voelker ................................... 760-345-0123 Bits & Bytes is distributed to 

current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans ............ 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross ................ 345-7876 
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
News & Views  Jill Johnson .............. 772-4809 
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
 

December  Lab Monitors 
Norm Alpert David Feign Bob Osborn 
Peter Baigent Walt Kasner Leonette Rowe 
Cecilia Chu Robert Kreisler Charlie Voelker 
Bill Crowley John Manion  
 

35 MM Scanner Monitors 
George Hans  Walter Goldsmith  Leonette Rowe   
   

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis .................... Finance Review Committee 
June Cross .......................................... Computer Sale 
Nominating Committee ..................................... Open 

 

PC SIG ..............................Dec. 8 .....................7:00 PM 
BOARD MEETING ............Dec. 17 ...................9:00 AM 
MAC SIG ...........................No Meeting in December 
General Meeting  ..............No Meeting in December 


