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Tbe Prez Sez,,,

By Lyn Morse

Welcome to the last month
of 2007! This year has flown
past too quickly for me; I've
learned that means it's been
good one.

Please remember there is 1
General Meeting in Decembef
Classes continue, as do the SId
and Open Lab.

Let's see, Vista continues t¢
be a learning experience on tl
PC side, and on the Mac sid
Leopard is here to be learng
also. Challenges lie ahead for g
of us, but with all the experiencs
and knowledge in our membe
ship, and the willingness tq
share, it's going to be a goo
learning experience for all of us.

Kevin Gibbons sent me af
email this week that | think yo(

might be interested in. I've copr

ied it for Bits and Bytes so yoy
can explore the website and sef
a card or two.

Many thanks to those of yol
who dropped off DVDs to be

There were 86 DVDs collected;
had hoped for more, but it was
good start. The next time yo
see the troops on your evenin
news show gathered around
laptop, maybe it's the DVD you
dropped into the box.
| been asked asked why th
abox can't be in the hallway for
easier access; that is an Assoc
otion policy and why you no
. longer see collection boxes fo
bStoys or food in the hallway of
lobby.
) TheDVD for Troops collec-
etion box is taped up again an
e ready to receive the next batc
d which will go out at the begin-
Il ning of April. Please, it's called

I

- don't fit in laptops, but a few

d puter games are not wanted, n
are music CDs. If you want tq
' bring the DVDs to the Genera
Meetings, for each qualifying
DVD (read the sentences aboy
again), you hand me, you'll get
ndspecial ticket from me for a spe
cial drawing.

| wish you warm holiday
cheer, and safe travel for yo
and yours as you come togeth

I

sent to the world’s hot spots.

2 DVD for the Troops. VHS tapes

were put in the box. Old com;t
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in celebration.

Provided by Kevin Gibbons
fE)

If you go to the 'Lets S&
Thanks' web sit
www.letssaythanks.com you
can pick out a thank you c§
and Xerox will print it, and i
will be sent to a soldier that
currently serving in lraq .

You can't pick out who gets
but it will go to some member
the armed services. HQ
AMAZING it would be if we
could get everyone we know
send one!!!

Wouldn't it be wonderful if th
soldiers received a bunch
these? This is a great site. Plg
send a card. It is FREE and
only takes a second.

Whether you are for or again
the war, our guys and gals ovs
there need to know we are be-
hind them....

y

11°)

rd

is

of
w

11%

of
ase
it

-




By Terry Kay

Eighteen club members at
tended the November ISIG and
lively group it was! As the meet
ing moderator, Terry Kay at{
tempted to keep the discussig
on topics related to the Interne
His success rate was moderatg
good.

The meeting opened with whg
he called “priming the pump”,
i.e., suggesting a few topics t
start the brains working. Thre
interesting Internet sites wer
presented as examples of ho

the Internet can be of valug:

Google Alert, VideoSpin and
PCWorlds article on Storn
Worm Botnet, the Internet’s
Public Enemy Number One.

Q & A followed with some
interesting discussions:

What is “on-line scanner”?
Several Internet sites now of-
fer virus scans using an
online data base.

Windows Mall in Vista has a
spam blocker. XP only had it
in Outlook, not Outlook Ex-
press.

Is a MAC really safer than a
PC ? It was offered that there
are no known viruses affect-
ing the MAC.

How to find the correct pro-
gram to open an emailed file?
Google the extension (.xxx)
to find it.

What's the status of Internet
2 ? Not known by those pre-
sent, but will be on next
month’s agenda.

Does anyone else have trou;
ble using Verizon DSL ? Yes.
You get only $15 worth.
Terry polled how many are
using TW Cable. 12 of the 18
responded affirmatively.
A few recommendations wer¢
offered for use. Listen to Kim

a dows Care to clean up the con
puter; or CCleaner. Both ar
free.

n Our next meeting will be on

t. Tuesday, Dec. 11, at 7:00 PM.
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By Jan Grenert

The November meeting feal
tured a presentation of the sof

the keyboard. Bob is an activ
computer club member who ger

lab monitor and instructor. Hig
demonstration covered the bas|
of the Muvee program and ho\
easy it is to use to create a prg
entation of digital pictures takef
is still or burst mode.

Bob showed the group hoy
easy it was to add music, bur
the presentation to a CD o
DVD, to email the file or put it
on Utube. Everyone can bsg
come a producer!

Arlene Faber showed thg
group some of the capabilities g
the software Comic Life, which
is now available for PCs.

Kevin Gibbon suggested menj

D

program from Pinnacle.
Our next meeting will be on
December 12, at 7:00 PM.

- Komando. Use Advanced Wint

ware Muvee with Bob Osborn at

erously contributes his time as |ja

bers look into Video Spin, a fre¢

{

'\I{I}

Al

By Al Savlowitz
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The new Audio Video SIG
held its initial meeting on No.
15th and was attended by 20
members of the computer club.
All members seemed to have
guestions relating to their audio
system or had concerns related
to the purchase of a HDTV. If
you have a HDTV or are con-
templating the purchase, it was
recommended that you replace
the Time Warner supplied cables
between the cable box and the
HDTV with a HDMI / DVI ca-
ble for a better video picture.

It was suggested you check out
cable prices on the internet
[- (Froogle) as opposed to purchas-
ing the cable at a local "big box"
F store where they try to sell you
~overpriced "Monster Cable".
There was an explanation on
' how to hook up the wires be-
ICtween the speakers and receiver
' so the speakers are "in phase".
S* There was an explanation on
" why a HDTV with 1080P pro-
vides a sharper image than a
' 7201 HDTV.

N The December SIG will open
" with the moderator discussing
speakers. The talk titled Speak-
“ers 101 or Speakers from A to
Infinity . Please
attend to learn,
ask or discuss
anything about
audio and video.
The next meet-
ing will be held
on December
20, at 7:00 PM.
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Windows
By Kerry Greene
The November Windows Spe-

cial Interest Group again focused
on Vista, the new Windows Op-

links will open a Microsoft
Knowledge Base page with more
video tutorials — it really pays to

have a high speed Internet con

nection for things like this. We
are rapidly reaching the point
where a dial-up connection to
the Internet will be insufficient.
Finally, we discussed basic
system requirements for Vista —
if you want a smooth ride, it

By Helene Barker

After being introduced by
Shirley Allen, the meeting was

erating System from Microsoft. pays not to skimp in these areas:started. There are always a few

Vista presents us with a boatloa

dHard Drive should be at least announcements to be made, such

of new features, and has changeleO GB (preferably 250 GB); as DMUG's November meeting

the way we do many things with
Windows, so this will be a key
topic for a long time to come.
Attendance at this SIG was
sparse, probably because

Thanksgiving was only a week puter Club Lab meets or exceedsout.

away. With this in mind, th®e-
cember SIG is CANCELLED
due to its proximity to The Holi-
days — see you next year!

Those of us that participated
learned some important new fea-
tures in Vista, one of which was
prompted by a great question:
where is the Microsoft Interac-
tive Training that came with

Windows XP? We looked all | — — /| 00 /o =——

around and found no such thing.
Then we went into the Help and
Support area, where we found
number of video tutorials on ba-
sic features in this new operating
system. The list is long, and you
have to know what you are look-
ing for, but it is there.

One of these embedded tutori-
als showed us how to make
quick link to a favorite folder or
file by simply dragging it to the
left side of the window into the
Favorite Links area, making it
available from any folder you
have open — pretty nifty.

Many other utilities in Vista
offer obvious links to more help
and information. Often these

1

memory (RAM) should be_at
least2 GB; and a separate, dedi-
cated graphics card with its own
memory (256 to 512 MB) is es-
sential. Every PC in the Com-

these standards.

Happy Holidays to all, and
safe travels where ever you go.
See you next year (hopefully
more of you) when we will dis-
cuss more new findings in Vista.

Our next meeting will be on
January 15, 2008 at 7:00 PM.

= |

and the fact that ouMac SIG
will be DARK in December
Kent McDonald will be the fa-
cilitator for January. Input and
articles were shared and passed

Then it was time to start the
main topic of the meeting,
'‘Christmas with Printshop 2', let-
terheads, envelopes and la-
bels. This was a new software
program for me, and Printshop 2
met all my expectations. | en-
joyed sharing what | had
learned, so far, with the rest of
the group.

There was a reversal of the
Q&A segment. | ask the ques-
tions and the group gave me the
answers. After a short demon-
stration on Dashboard our time
ran out!!

This was a great group, and |
enjoyed being the facilitator.

There is always something to
learn or share...See you next
year.

Here's hoping to see all the
MAC people at our January
18, 2008 Mac SIG.



ecenber Class Schedule

DAY DATE TIME CLASS BOOK TEACHER

Sat Dec1 Open Lab 10:00 to 12:00

Mon Dec 3 8:00 Beginning PC: Intro & Working w/ Programs (1/58 Jim Calvert
1-2:50 Quicken Beginners (PC) 8 Frank Gombos
3:00 Elements: Introduction (1/5) (PC) 14 Jim Calvert
4:00 PrintShop Business/Personal Cards (PC) 4 Doris Keniry

Tue Dec4 8:00 Beginning PC: Keyboard Features (2/5) 3 Jim Calvert
1-2:50 Quicken Intermediate (PC) 8 Frank Gombos
3:00 Elements: Photo Correction (2/5) (PC) 14 Jim Calvert

Wed Decb5 8:00 Beginning Quicken 1 (Mac) 1 Betsy Lewis
9:00 Advanced Elements: Selection & Layers (PC) 14 Jim Calvert
1-2:50 Quicken for Investment Tracking (PC) 8 Frank Gombos
3:00 Elements: Remove unwanted parts (3/5) (PC) 14 Jim Calvert
4:00 Apple Works 3: Editing Documents 1 Shirley Allan

Thu Dec6 8:00 Beginning PC: Files & Folders (3/5) 3 Jim Calvert
9:00 Building Dynamic Web Sites (PC & Mac) (1/3) 13 Ken Ruggles
3—-4:30 Digital Pictures in Word (PC) 2 Jan Grenert

Fri Dec 7 8:00 Beginning PC: Additional Skills (4/5) 3 Jim Calvert
3:00 Elements: Improving Portraits (4/5) (PC) 14 Jim Calvert
4:00 Understanding Your Mac 1 Shirley Allan

Sat Dec 8 Open Lab 10:00 to 12:00

Mon Dec 10 8:00 Beginning PC: Mail & Internet (5/5) 3 Jim Calvert
1-2:50 Windows Vista Essentials (1 of 3) 3 Ron Ehrens
3:00 Elements: Downloading Photos (5/5) (PC) 14 Jim Calvert
4:00 Apple Works 4: Graphics 1 Shirley Allan

Tue Decll 9:00 Word for Mac 1 Helene Barker
1:00 Excel 1 of 4 (PC) 5 Walter Goldsmith
2-3:30 Excel 2 of 4 (PC) 5 Walter Goldsmith
7:00 Internet SIG Lab

Wed Dec 12 8:00 Beginning Quicken 2 (Mac) (1/2) 1 Betsy Lewis
9:00 File Folders & Maintenance (PC) 12 Charlie Voelker
1:00 Excel 3 of 4 (PC) 5 Walter Goldsmith
2-3:30 Excel 4 of 4 (PC) 5 Walter Goldsmith
4:00 Address Book & eMail Part 1 (Mac) 1 Shirley Allan
7:00 Digital SIG Lab

Thu  Dec 13 1-2:50 Setting Up Your Mac 1 Lou Shapiro
3—-4:30 Word Art (PC) 2 Jan Grenert

Fri Dec 14 8 —9:50 Photoshop Elements Basic (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse
1:00 Searching Strategies 7 Shelia Harbet
2:00 Creating & Managing Favorites 7 Shelia Harbet
3:00 Reminders in iCal (Mac) 1 Shirley Allan
4:00 PrintShop Business/Personal Cards (PC) 4 Doris Keniry




Uecenber Class Schecule

DAY DATE TIME CLASS BOOK TEACHER

Sat Dec 15 Open Lab 10:00 to 12:00

Mon Dec 17 8 —-9:50 iPhoto: Preparing (Mac) 1 Lyn Morse
1-2:50 Windows Vista Essentials (2 of 3) 3 Ron Ehrens
3 —-4:50 Integrating Text & Graphics (Mac) 1 Shirley Allan

Tue Dec 18 8:30-9:50 PowerPoint (PC) 13 Barbara Kaye
1:00 Word 1 (PC) 2 Walter Goldsmith
2:00 Word 2 (PC) 2 Walter Goldsmith

Wed Dec 19 8 —9:50 iPhoto: Using (Mac) (2/2) 1 Lyn Morse
1:00 Word 3 (PC) 2 Walter Goldsmith
2:00 Word 3.5 (PC) 2 Walter Goldsmith
3:00 Address Book & eMail Part 2 (Mac) 1 Shirley Allan

Thu  Dec 20 9:00 Board Meeting Mountain View
9:00 Building Dynamic Web Sites (PC & Mac) (2/3)3 Ken Ruggles
1-2:50 Windows Vista Essentials (3 of 3) 3 Ron Ehrens
3-4:30 Word Draw (PC) 2 Jan Grenert
7:00 Audio/Video SIG Lab

Sat Dec 22 Open Lab 10:00 to 12:00

Mon Dec 24 NO OPEN LAB

Tue Dec?25 8:00 Merry Christmas — Lab Closed

Thu  Dec 27 9:00 Building Dynamic Web Sites (PC & Mac) (3/33 Ken Ruggles
1-2:50 Flight Simulator — Basic (PC) 13 Howard Chase

Fri Dec 28 8 —9:50 iMovie/iDVD (Mac) (1/2) 1 Lyn Morse
3—-4:50 iMovie/iDVD (Mac) (2/2) 1 Lyn Morse

Sat Dec 29 Open Lab 10:00 to 12:00

Mon Dec 31 NO OPEN LAB

Do I Yourself Holidey Greetings

With the holidays approaching, it's perfect timing

to use your camera to make beautiful holiday creat
This year, use your digital camera to make your own holigaegting cards. Ask a friend
a neighbor to assist you in taking a photo of you with yaonily or a pet in a holiday se
ting, such as a snow-covered fir tree or near your mendtan use those shots to cre
holiday wishes to send to your friends and relatives. If yave access to photo-edit
software and a quality printer, you can spice up thauge with text or special effects
print traditional greeting cards yourself. If you canihpthe photos from home, take yq
memory card to a photo kiosk to make holiday greetings with dduter or message
go with it. Smart Computing Magazine

ons.
or

t_
ate
ng
or
Dur
to




December Classes Listed Alphabetically

Class Date Time
Address Book and email series
Part 1 12-12 4:00
Part 2 12-19 3:00
AppleWorks (Mac) series
3 — Editing Documents 12-5  4:00
4 — Graphics 12-10 4:00
AUDIO/VIDEO SIG 12-20 7:00 pm
Beginning PC
1 - Intro & Working w/ Programs 12-3  8:00
2 - Keyboard Features 12-4  8:00
3 - Files and Folders 12-6 8:00
4 - Additional Skills 12-7 8:00
5 - Mail and the Internet 12-10 8:00
BOARD MEETING 12-20 9:00
Building Dynamic Websites — PC & Mac
Part 1 12-6  9:00
Part 2 12-20 9:00
Part 3 12-27 9:00
Creating /Managing Favorites: PC/Mac 12-14 2:00
DIGITAL SIG 12-12 7:00 pm
Excel
Part 1 12-11  1:00
Part 2 12-11  2:00+
Part 3 12-12  1:00
Part 4 12-12  2:00+
Files and Folders 12-12  9:00
Flight Simulator - Basic 12-27 1:00+
Integrating Text & Graphics — Mac 12-17 3:00+
iMovie/iDVD series
Part 1 12-28 8:00+
Part 2 12-28 3:00+
INTERNET SIG 12-11 7:00 pm
iPhoto
Part 1: Preparing Photos 12-17 8:00+
Part 2: Using iPhoto 12-19 8:00+

Photoshop Elements Basics 5 +1 -- Mac 12-14 8:00+

Class Date Time
Photoshop Elements -PC
1 — Introduction 12-3 3:00
2 — Photo Correction 12-4 3:00
3 - Remove Unwanted Parts 12-5 3:00
4 - Improving Portraits 12-7  3:00
5 - Downloading Photos 12-10 3:00
Advanced: Selection and Layers 12:5 9:00
PowerPoint — PC 12-18 8:30+
Print Shop - PC
Business cards / Personal cards 12-3 4:00
Business cards / Personal cards (repeat)12-14  4:00
Quicken Mac
Part One 12-5 8:00
Part Two 12-12 8:00
Quicken PC
1 — Beginners 12-3 1:00+
2 — Intermediate 12-4 1:00+
Investment Tracking 12-5 1:00+
Reminders in iCal — Mac 12-14 3:00
Setting up Your Mac 12-13  1:00+
Safari to the Internet - Mac 12-11 3:00
Searching strategies — PC & Mac 12-15  1:00
Understanding Your Mac 12-7 4:00
Windows Vista Essentials
Part 1 12-10 1:00+
Part 2 12-17 1:00+
Part 3 12-20 1:00+
Word for Mac 12-11 9:00
Word Series - PC
Beginning Word Walter Goldsmith
Word 1 12-18 1:00+
Word 2 12-18 2:00+
Word 3 12-19 1:00+
Word 3.5 12-19 2:00
Advanced Word Jan Grenert
Digital Photos into Word 12-6 3:00+
Word Art 12-13 3:00+
Word Draw 12-20 3:00+




December Monitor and
Open Lab Schedule

Date Time [10-12 12-2

Sat Dec.1 | L. Rowe

Mon Dec.3 | C. Chu B. Crowley
Tue Dec.4 | S. Cronin F. Diaz
\Wed Dec.5 | C. Voelker K. Gibbons
Thu Dec.6 | B. Osborn N. Alpert
Fri Dec.7 | The Kaczorowskis| J. Manion
Sat Dec.8 | L. Rowe

Mon Dec.10| C. Chu B. Crowley
Tue Dec.11| B. Yeh F. Diaz
\Wed Dec.12| C. Voelker K. Gibbonsg
Thu Dec.13| B. Osborn N. Alpert
Fri Dec.14 | The Kaczorowskis| L.Espinoza
Sat Dec.15| L. Rowe

Mon Dec.17| C. Chu B. Crowley
Tue Dec.18| S. Cronin F. Diaz
\Wed Dec.19| C. Voelker P. Corwin
Thu Dec.20| B. Osborn L. EspinoZa
Fri Dec.21 | The Kaczorowskis| J. Manion
Sat Dec.22| L. Rowe

Mon Dec.24 Closed

Tue Dec.25| Merry Christmas

\Wed Dec.26| C. Voelker L..Espinoza
Thu Dec.27| B. Osborn N. Alpert
Fri Dec.28 | The Kaczorowskis| J. Manion
Sat Dec.29| L. Rowe

with the loss of a loved one.

who are listed on the back of the Bits

Remembering Qur Own

The Board of the computer club would lfke

to send greeting cards with expressiong of

sympathy to members’ families who are faged

June Cross has designed several beatiful
greeting cards for this purpose. However, |t is
not easy for the club to know when an ex-
pression of sympathy is appropriate or timely.

We are asking our members to advise us when
they become aware that a computer

Club
member or family member has suffered a Ipss.
Please contact one of the Board memEers
nd
Bytes or phone June Cross at 345-7876 .

o Change a Thy,
9" %
| |
| |
| |
|
|

When you are using the lab computgrs,
Iplease resist the temptation to change”the
] desktop settings. |

With the new Vista now on the PCs, some

members are making changes to the desktop

settings. |

It's fun to experiment, but please don't! It
lis important to maintain a consistentlylin

the set up of the PCs. If changes are mjde,

the instructors have to reset the desktop for
I their classes.



December General Club Information

INTERNET SIG
Dec. 11, 7:00 PM

DIGITAL SIG
Dec 12, 7:00 PM

WINDOWS SIG
No Meeting in December

BOARD MEETING
Dec 20, 9:00 AM

Meeting
Schedule

AUDIO/VISUAL SIG
Dec 20, 7:00 PM

MAC SIG
No Meeting in December

GENERAL MEETING
No Meeting in December

Lyn Morse, President ..........ccccooveviiiiiiiinieeennnnn. 345-4466 .......oiiiiiiiieie lynmorse@aol.com
Shelia Harbet, VP Education.......... we300-T1A6 ..o, lisl@csun.edu
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Edltor =360-9085 ... jgrenert@dmm
Kent McDonald, Director - Communlcatlons ........ 345-2931.....cciiiiinn rkmcdonald @earthlink.net
Jack Drill, Treasurer.. .. . W 345-8709 e jdrill@dc.rr.com
Barbara Kaye, Dlrector - Malntenance .....272-6520 ............................... barbarakl1l775@auwl.co
Howard Reese, Director - Programs ............. L72-0104 ... hnrpd @dmm

Committee Chairs

Betsy Lewis ...............c.... Finance Review Conteeit
June CrosS......oooeeeveiiieeiiiiieeeeeeeann Computer Sale
LEroy COX..ocvvunieeieiiieeeieeiiee e Pap&change
Pat Palladino.............ccccceee. Nominating Qoittee

December Teachers
Shirley Allan ... e, 345-5087
Helene Barker.......coccoveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeen, 360-5713
JmCalvert......coccovviiiiii e, 772-6710
Howard Chase..........cooeevveiiiiiieiieeie e 200-8872
Ron Ehrens ........c.cooovviiiiiiie, 200-5826
Walter Goldsmith...............ccccoeiiiiinnnnnn. 172-8448
Frank Gombos .........ccccoeeiiiiiiinine, 345-9723
Jan Grenert......ccoeeeiiiiiii e 360-9085
Shelia Harbet ........coooiiiiiiiii e 360-7146
Barbara Kaye .........ccooooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieees 772-6520
Doris Keniry ......c.ooveeeiiiiiieiiiiiee e e 345-3464
BetSY LEWIS ...ttt
LYN MOISE ... 345-4466
Ken RUQQIES .....coovieiiiiieiiiiieccei e 1.72-9472
LOU ShapirO .....ueiiiiiiiiieieeie e e
Charlie Voelker..........ccooocveeiiiiiiiiiiciinnnns 345-0123

Volunteer Coordinators
Call to volunteer:

35 MM Scanner Coordinator Jack Drill.................. 345-8709
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross.............. -~ 1345
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745
News & Views Jill Johnson............cccvvvieee.
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan............ 772-4416

December Lab Monitors

Norm Alpert Frank Diaz John Manion
Cecilia Chu Linda Espinoza Bob Osborn
Phil Corwin Kevin Gibbons Leonette Rowe
Shirley Cronin Bea Kaczorowski Charlie Voelker-
Bill Crowley Charlie Kaczorowski Beverly Yeh

35 MM Scanner Monitors
Pete Claar - Walter Goldsmith - Leonette Rowe

- @hePlotkin

Bits & Bytes is distributed to
current members of the SCPD
“Let's Compute” Computer
Club, which provides this
publication for informational
purposes only. The club
neither endorses nor promotes
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or
at any meeting, and assumes
no responsibility or liability

Publication of the SCPD
“Let's Compute” Computer Club
Address Correspondence to:

Bits & Bytes
38180 Del Webb Blvd.
Palm Desert, CA 92211
e-mail: letscompute@earthlink.net



