
1 

 

���������	��
���
���
���
������

WWW.SCPD-ComputerClub.org 

...and welcome to yet another 
hot month in our forecast.  Let’s 
hear it for the cool computer lab – 
and ESPECIALLY FOR THE 
LAB MONITORS who come out 
in the ‘noon day sun’ to keep it 
open for those who brave the hot. 

As you see from the class 
schedule, there are few classes 
this month.  Kudos to Shirley 
Allan, Jan Grenert, Walter Gold-
smith and Dave Rosenthal for of-
fering their classes this month.  
Yes, we’d like to offer more 
classes, but that means people like 
YOU stepping forward to offer 
classes – even if it’s just one a 
month!  There are a few of us, like 
myself, who would like to teach 
every month but for varying rea-
sons can’t always do so. So, a 
teaching commitment isn’t for 
every month!  As the TV game 
show used to say, “Come on 
down.” And as another famous 
commercial used, “Try it, You’ll 
Like it.” 

Okay, here’s the continuing 
saga of the printer. And this time 
you’re being asked to help in 

monitoring the use of the print-
ers. As we all know, there is a 
limit of 10 pages per day. Not 10 
pages for today and 10 pages for 
all the other days you aren’t in 
the lab. Yep, one lady actually 
told me she had been gone for a 
month, so was using all of those 
30 days at 10 each. That’s a defi-
nite NO.  One day, I collected 48 
pages that had been left on the 
back counter; about half of them 
were the same set of photos and 
the rest were the same internet 
printouts - I have no clue as to 
what the person took with them.  
Most recently, Shirley Allan 
handed me a stack of printouts 
over an inch thick that had been 
left on the same counter - all ob-
viously from the same person.  
What a waste of ink and paper. 
Worse of all is blocking others 
from using the printer.To thosex 
who may be doing this in all in-
nocence, here’s Printer Lesson 
101. It takes time for the printer 
to get the command to print; be-
fore telling the computer to print 
again, wait two or three minutes 
then GO to the printer and see if 
your printouts are there.  I know, 
I know, 97% (probably 99%) use 
the lab respectfully. I wish we 
could make that 100%! 

Which leads me to a gentle 
reminder, and perhaps this is 

Continued on page 2 

Hmmm...where have we heard 
that phrase before???.   

This month we welcome Dave 
Rosenthal who will be teaching  
Quicken 2010 Basics. 

Do you have trouble keeping 
track of you entrees in your check
-book? Do you have trouble bal-
ancing your check –book or your 
savings account? At Tax Time, do 
you have trouble sorting every-
thing that should be listed?  

QUICKEN is a software pro-
gram that will help you, with ease, 
sort all these entries and make life 
easy for you and your accountant. 
The class being taught will be 
Quicken basics  so you can get 
started and not require you to be a 
financial genius. 

 
There’s more NEW on page two 

 

Step  
Forward 
To Help 
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something that those new to Let’s 
Compute really don’t know.  Ac-
cording to the Association, busi-
ness may not be conducted on the 
computers in the lab. Yes, you 
may use the lab for ordering 
something for yourself – like tick-
ets or items from warehouses, but 
you may not use the computers in 
the lab to sell items or engage in 
dealings that bring in revenue to 
you. Membership in Let’s Com-
pute will be revoked if such a case 
is discovered. 

I enjoy being your president, 
but really don’t like feeling the 
need to write/say things like this – 
but it comes with the job – unfor-
tunately. 

Need something cool to do 
this summer? When was the last 
time you looked at the murals in 
Indio. They are great and just as 
good as the ones people rave 
about in 29 Palms – and definitely 
much closer. Take your camera 
and start down Indio Blvd. to see 
some good ones.  

I’m listing several websites 
you might want to visit. The first 
one is unique as the webmaster 
has stitched together many murals 
and you get a long, moving show-
ing of Route 99. This one is: 
ww w. in d io ca r o u t e9 9 . co m/
welcome.html 

Others you might be interested 
in are as follows: 

Indiochamber.org/murals.html 
desertartstudio.com/Murals/

murals.html 
desertartstudio.com/Indio/

indio.html 
 Of course, just Google In-

dio murals and see what you come 
up with.  Have fun – and stay 
cool. 

 

By Jan Grenert 
 
In August we will step for-

ward (ahem) with  three new 
Word 2007 classes for the ad-
vanced students;  Tabs, Tables 
and Mail Merge, and repeat of 
the Images class.  The new Word 
2007 has added many glamor-
ous, easy to apply Styles that 
evoke aaahhs and oooos with 
just a point of the mouse. 

The Images class covers in-
structions on adding and arrang-
ing pictures and other images to 
documents. We will use images 
from the pictures folder.  In ad-
dition, students will learn how to 
search for Images on the internet 
and will learn two methods of   
copying images from the inter-
net.  

The Tabs  class t e a c h e s 
the students about the different 
types of tabs, ways to set and 
adjust tabs and how they can 
present text in an easy to read 
format.  Tabs can  be used in a 
document, a text box and a Word 
table.  Sounds dull and boring, 
but Tabs can be really very use-
ful. 

In the Tables class, we  will  
create the type of data table that 
can be used in a mail merge.  The 
student will also learn about sort-
ing data in a table and even some 
simple math.  Tables are not nec-
essarily plain and factual but can 
be dressed up with Table Styles.  
A table can become something 
visually pleasing when text and 
images are added.  Tables are not 
for complex data and calculations 
as is Excel, but a Word table has 
lots of possibilities. 

In the Mail Merge class the 
student will learn how to create 
labels and letters by combining a 
Word data table or an Excel work-
sheet to produce a label and a let-
ter for each entry in the data base.  
Word 2007 has a Mail Merge 
Wizard that goes through the 
process with step by step instruc-
tion panels.  

In previous years in the com-
puter club,  the Mail Merge was 
popular  in the Fall when mem-
bers wanted to create labels for 
seasonal mailing.  It is even easier 
to do with in Word 2007. 

There is a individual sign up 
sheet for each class.  Remember 
these classes are not for beginners. 
  
More NEW on page 3 

I’m Stepping 
 Forward  
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by Shirley Allan 

 
A month or so ago, a member 

complained that their Mac 
"Address Book" app was no 
longer sorting alphabetically. Low 
and behold, MacWorld had the 
same question and the answer they 
supplied was that the preference 
file had become corrupted.  

We all know that Permissions 
can cause problems and Mac users 
should use Disk Utility periodi-
cally to correct permissions but 
correcting  

Preferences is a little scary for 
most of us. What you need to do is 
be sure the Address Book app is 
closed and then from your desktop 
(Finder) go to the Go menu then 
t o  y o u r  H o m e 
Folder>Library>Preferences. In 
the Preferences folder, search for 
com.apple.AddressBook.plist 
and com.apple.AddressBook.abd.
plist. Drag both these files to your 
desktop.  

Now reopen your Address Book 
application and set your prefer-
ence for sorting the names in your 
Address Book. The default is to 
sort by first name but I like to sort 
the way the telephone book sorts, 
by last name. If everything works, 
and it should, then trash the two 
preference files you have put on 
your desktop.  
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A New Class 

          By Shirley Allan 
 

 Here is a new class that 
might interest you. It is all about 
what you can do with images.  
 Do you know that you can make 
a little talking movie of yourself 
and send it to someone in an 
email? It is super easy and fun to 
do.  
 How about matching the color 
of your text to a portion of a photo 
or a web site, fading a photo and 
placing text on top of the photo? 
 This class will show you that 
neat trick. Do you know that you 
can mask a portion of a photo so 
that you just see the portion you 
want shown without changing 
your original photo?  iWork can 
do that and you will learn it in this 
class.  
 Would you like to get rid of a 
background in an image that isn't 
to your liking without compromis-
ing the original photo? You can 
do that with a cool tool called In-
stant Alpha.  
 Do you want to fill a star with 
an image? Yep, iWork can do that 
too.  
 If you have made a really nice 
newsletter and your computer says 
the file is too large, learn how to 
compress it into a zipped file. If 
you have seen the media place-
holders in iWork templates and 
wondered how they are made, 
come to this class and find out 
how to make one yourself.  
 Do you want to resize a photo to 
submit it to a web site? This class 

is your answer. Linking objects 
like photos and text boxes with 
swooping lines is easy too in 
iWork '09 and you will learn 
how in this class. Suppose you 
want to point out an area in a 
photo, this class will show you 
how.  
 Unsure of which apps to use to 
scan images with Snow Leop-
ard? There are two that come 
with your Mac. Do you know 
that you can change a JPG to a 
GIF or the difference between a 
JPG and a JPG 2000? The an-
swers are in the hand-out.  
 Do you know how to set your 
printer to use less ink? Yep, that 
too is included.  
 Have you wondered how to 
clone images and arrange them 
with an unprintable line? Find 
out how with this brand new 
c l a s s .X X X X X X X X X   
   Images and Ink is hands-on 
class that builds on the iWork-
Pages classes. Those taking it 
should have taken the Pages 
classes and know their Mac well. 
We will use iWork '09 and sev-
eral apps that come with your 
Mac.  
 The first to sign up, get the 
available Macs but you may 
bring your own or just watch the 
demonstration. If you have pho-
tos you would like to use, please 
bring them on a flash drive or 
disk, and as always, handouts 
will be provided to everyone. 
 
This class is scheduled for 8-24 
from 1: 00 to 2:50 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS OS BOOK TEACHER  
Tue Aug. 3 1:00 Beginning Mac: Terms (1/4) Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Wed Aug. 4 1 – 2:30 Beginning Mac: Desktop (2/4) Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Thurs Aug. 5 3 – 4:30 Advanced Word: Images PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Sat Aug. 7  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Tue Aug. 10 1 – 2:30 Beginning Mac:  
         System Preferences (3/4) Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Wed Aug. 11 1 – 2:50 Beginning Mac: Preventing &  
           Solving Problems  (4/4) Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Thurs Aug. 12 3 – 4:30 Advanced Word: Tabs PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Sat Aug. 14  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Mon Aug. 16 1 – 3:30 Excel 2007 (1&2/4) PC 5 Walter Goldsmith 
Tues Aug. 17 1 – 3:30 Excel 2007 (3&4/4) PC 5 Walter Goldsmith 
Thurs Aug. 19 9:00 Board Meeting   Idllywild Room   
  3 – 4:30 Advanced Word: Tables PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Sat Aug. 21  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     
Tues Aug. 24 1 – 2:50 Images & Ink Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
Wed Aug. 25 1:00 Mac overflow Mac 1 Shirley Allan  
  2 - 3:50 Quicken 2010: Basics PC 8 Dave Rosenthal  
Thurs Aug. 26 3 – 4:30 Advanced Word: Mail Merge PC 2 Jan Grenert  
Sat Aug. 28  Open Lab 10:00 to Noon     

 

 
 
 
 

 
Please be advised of the following information when coming to the lab on these dates: 

 

August 16  thru August 21  
Please use the Arts & Crafts Hallway Entrance doors to access the Computer Room 

  
August 23  thru August 28 

The Computer Room will be open and accessible through the  
exterior Computer Room patio door on the front of the building.   

 
Watch for a sign directing you to the patio door. 

 
 

Please watch for email or posted notices if access to the computer lab is changed 
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Mac Classes in August 
Class  Date Time 
 
Beginning Mac:  Series 
 Terms   8-3 1:00 
 Desktop  8-4 1:00 
 System Preference  8-10 1:00 
 Preventing/Solving Problems 8-11 1:00 
 
Images & Ink 8-24 1:00 
Mac overflow 8-25 1:00 
 

PC Classes in August 
Class Date Time 
 
Excel 2007 - Series 
 Part 1 and 2 8-16 1:00 
 Part 3 and 4 8-17 1:00
  
 
Quicken Basics 8-25 2:00  
 
Word 2007 - Advanced Classes 
 Images 8-5 3:00 
 Tabs 8-12 3:00 
 Tables 8-19 3:00 
 Mail Merge 8-26 3:00 

 

Date Day 10-12 12-12:50 

        
2-Aug Mon C. Chu B. Crowley 
3-Aug Tue H. Cook H. Cook 
4-Aug Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
5-Aug Thu B. Osborn F. Diaz 
6-Aug Fri J. Manion J. Hill 
7-Aug Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

        
9-Aug Mon C. Chu B .Crowley 

10-Aug Tue H. Cook H. Cook 
11-Aug Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
12-Aug Thu B. Osborn B. Tagliarano 
13-Aug Fri J. Manion J. Hill 
14-Aug Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

        
16-Aug Mon C. Chu B .Crowley 
17-Aug Tue H. Cook H. Cook 
18-Aug Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
19-Aug Thu B. Osborn K. Gibbons 
20-Aug Fri J. Manion J. Hill 
21-Aug Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

        
23-Aug Mon C. Chu B .Crowley 
24-Aug Tue H. Cook H. Cook 
25-Aug Wed C. Voelker D. Feign 
26-Aug Thu B. Osborn F. Diaz 
27-Aug Fri J. Manion J. Hill 
28-Aug Sat L. Rowe CLOSED 

        
30-Aug Mon C. Chu B .Crowley 

31-Aug Tue H. Cook H. Cook 
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Lyn Morse, President ............................................... 760-345-4466 ........................... lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education .................................... 760-360-7146 ................................shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ................. 760-360-9085 ........................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director of Communications.......... 760-345-2931 ................ rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Linda Espinoza, Treasurer ........................................ 760-200-9299 ........................... puananioi@aol.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director  of Maintenance ................... 760-772-6520 ..................... barbarak1775@aol.com 
Sharon Kiel, Director of Programs ........................... 760-772-0745 ............................... srkpd@dc.rr.com 

August Teachers 
Shirley Allan ....................................... 760-345-5087 
Walter Goldsmith ................................ 760-772-8448 
Jan Grenert ......................................... 760-360-9085 
Dave Rosenthal ................................... 760-772-7029 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans ............ 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross ................ 345-7876 
Supplies  Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
News & Views  Open .......................................  
 

August Lab Monitors 
Cecilia Chu David Feign Bob Osborn 
Herb Cook Kevin Gibbons Leonette Rowe 
Bill Crowley Jerry Hill Barbara Tagliarano 
Frank Diaz John Manion Charlie Voelker 
 

35 MM Scanner Monitors 
George Hans  Walter Goldsmith  Leonette Rowe   
   
 

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis .................... Finance Review Committee 
June Cross .......................................... Computer Sale 
Nominating Committee ..................................... Open 

 

BOARD MEETING .... August 19 ............. 9:00 AM 
 
MAC SIG .............................. No August Meeting 
GENERAL MEETING ........... No August Meeting  
PC SIG .................................. No August Meeting 

 


