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By George Hans 
 

The Movie Maker program is 
found on PCs running Vista. With 
this program you can make slide 
shows that include pictures, spe-
cial effects and coordinated music. 

Gail Bayard and I are prepar-
ing a  Movie Maker course  that 
we teach in September.   

Students will access  photo-
graphs and musical selections 
from files that will be on each PC.  
Using these sources, the instructor 
will take the students through the 
steps of the Movie Maker program 
to create a show 

When the show is completed, 
you will learned how to burn it to 
a DVD that is 
yours to take 
home.  It will be   
playable on a 
computer or  a 
DVD player at-
tached to a TV  
 

 
 

 
Welcome to the 8th month of the year! Wow, time does fly even in 

the heat when you feel yourself dragging! 
The first thing you need to put on your calendar is 
that the lab will be closed later this month – August 
14 through August 24 – for housekeeping and the 
installation of the new projector. Closed means no 
Open Lab time.  More about the new projector in the 
September issue. 
 Jerry Katler has stepped forward to be your 

Director of Programs. At the August Board meeting the Board approved 
his appointment to the position, and at the September general meeting 
you will be asked to vote on Jerry’s  appointment to the Board. 

There seems to be some misunderstanding about the use of the 
printer by a few club members.  The Operating Procedures of the Club 
state that you may print 10 copies the day you are using the lab.  The 
days you are not there do not accumulate pages for you. Believe it or 
not, one person said they had not been in the lab for several months and 
wanted to use all those days.  Nope, it doesn’t work that way! This isn’t 
just about paper, but about the ink also.  Those of us who have printers 
at home and use them a lot know the cost of those ink cartridges! 

Another factor is ‘hogging’ the printer; every member who comes 
for Open Lab time comes with the expectation of being able to access 
the super duper printer on the back counter. Let’s see, if the lab were 
full, that’s almost 30 people who want time on the Phaser printer. And 
everyone wants the quality of print it produces even though there are 
printers on most banks of computers.  Bottom Line? Please abide by the 
10 pages a day.  I’d really like to write about more pleasant things, and 
you’d prefer not to read about “Please do not’s…..” 

The new Macs have been purchased and will be in the lab hope-
fully by the end of August.  There are more steps involved than just put-
ting them on the table and plugging them in. Software needs to be 
loaded on them and each computer needs configuration. 

Continued on page 2 
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By: Howard Reese, Bites & Bytes Contributor 

 
Recently the Let’s Compute Board of Directors identified opportu-

nities to share the club’s talents and resources to help our Sun City 
Palm Desert Association with some of its technology support needs. 
Here are some examples: 
DELEGATE  COUNCIL  EMAIL  CLASS 

As the elected representatives of their Districts, District Delegates 
provide a communication link between their respective district’s resi-
dents and the Association’s board of directors and staff. Email is an 
important tool in this regard. 

Delegate Council Chair and Club Member, Howard Reese, con-
sulted with Shelia Harbet, the Computer Club’s VP Education, regard-
ing email training ideas for interested delegates and alternates. In short 
order an information handout and a class outline appeared for email 
training tailored for the Delegate Council. In July Shelia presented a 
special class for members of the Delegate Council. Club member and 
District 4 Alternate Delegate, Liz Farrel, arranged for the filming of 
the class and the preparation of DVDs. DVDs were provided to Coun-
cil members and to the SCPD Association as training aids. Filming and 
DVD preparation of the Delegate email class was a first-time event for 
the Computer Club. Much was learned from this experience and more 
filming opportunities for Club classes are anticipated. 

Bringing together the Computer Club, the Delegate Council and 
the Association staff to better enable District Delegates to fulfill  their 
communicating responsibilities is a noteworthy benefit. 

ASSOCIATION  EMPLOYEE  TRAINING  
Association staff members Dana Barrena, Human Relations Direc-

tor, and Jeremy Watson, Information Systems Technician, met with the 
Let’s Compute Board in June at the invitation of President Lyn Morse. 
The purpose was to discuss arrangements whereby selected Associa-
tion employees could have access to computers in the lab for individ-
ual training on application software used by the various departments of 
our Association. The Association subscribed to a video training pro-
gram recommended by the Club’s Officers. The shared arrangement 
with Let’s Compute will eliminate the cost of off-site training planned 
for employees. 

Video training will be scheduled by Jeremy Watson and take place 
during open lab hours. Association employees will be assigned to the 
four the Macs in front of the lab.  Association provided headsets will 
be used during the sessions so as not to impact the many users during 
open lab time. 

The Association recently upgraded its workstations with Word 
2007. Arrangements are in the works so a limited number of employ-
ees can attend each of the Club’s Word 2007 classes beginning in Sep-
tember. 

A date has NOT been set yet 
for the raffle of the iMacs being 
replaced.  They need to have pur-
chased software removed from 
them so it can be reinstalled on the 
new computers; only the programs 
that came preloaded on the com-
puters will remain. Also, the 
fair market price of the computers 
will be researched in establishing 
the price that will be asked. 

When the Macs are ready for 
the raffle, Kent will send an email 
to the membership. So, you have 
plenty of time to think about 
whether you will be putting your 
name in the raffle in the hope it 
will be drawn. 

Maybe it’s time to find those 
old negatives and have Costco 
scan them into jpgs for you? 
Played Scrabble or Monoply 
lately? Whatever you do, have 
yourself a good, cool August! 

As you can see, there are only 
two classes being offered this 
month.  So, perhaps this is the 
time to read a good book or two.  I 
highly recommend The Last Lec-
ture by Randy Pausch. The Ap-
peal by John Grisham and A Pris-
oner of Birth by Jeffery Archer 
are two good works of fiction.  
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Good book. 
Good idea 
Lyn! 
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By Kent McDonald 
 
Approximately 22 stalwarts 

attended our July 8 gathering, 
venturing out in the heat and giv-
ing up the first few innings of the 
Dodgers game. It must be that this 
Internet Special Interest Group 
has something to offer ! 

Terry Kay opened the meet-
ing by suggesting an interesting 
web site for retirement calcula-
tions. It is operated by a former 
president of The Boeing Co, Bud 
Hebeler. Analyzenow.com pro-
vides some free programs and 
links to some that are fee based. 
Terry also recommended the peri-
odical Smart Computing for all 
things computing. 

Kent McDonald reviewed a 
process to manage emails. Apply-
ing message rules/filters to incom-
ing messages will steer routine 
newsletters and such, into folders 
so that your personal mail is not 
buried. If junk mail is overwhelm-
ing, set up a “white list” filter that 
only allows incoming mail from 
people on the list. 

The malware program Trend 
Micro was discussed relative to a 
problem in its use.  

As usual, many internet re-
lated questions were offered and 
discussed, as this is the main pur-
pose of the ISIG. 

ISIG will be dark in August 
and return on the second Tuesday 
in September. 

Thanks to Pat Palladino for 
taking the notes of this meeting. 

Address Book and Mail 
by Shirley Allan 

 
As you may 
know, Apple has 
added a few 
really great fea-
tures to  Apple's 

Mail application in Leopard (OS 
10.5). I have completely redone 
the handouts for Address Book 
and Mail to give you a 
glimpse  of these handy new fea-
tures.  

If you have upgraded to 
Leopard, you may  want to take 
this class. If you are considering 
upgrading to Leopard,  this class 
may help you make up your 
mind. I  hope to see you there  in 
August. The class will be taught 
in two to three sections. 
Please  take them in order as 
they build on each other 

 

 
by Shirley Allan 

 
I enjoyed the 
article written 
by Jan Grenert 
called "The 
Snipping  Tool" 
and thought that 
the Mac crowed 

should be told of two screen  shot 
types that have long been part of 
the Macintosh Operating  System. 
In fact, like Jan, it is how I create 
the illustrations for  my Mac 
classes. I also encourage the Mac 
students to use the handy  screen 
shot system to send me pictures of 
windows or dialog boxes  that 
they don't understand. The system 
is easy, just press the  Command 
key, the shift key and the number 
4 key. Your cursor turns  into a 
cross hair and then holding your 
mouse button down drag over  the 
area on your screen where you 
want your picture. That area 
turns  a little gray to show the area 
you have selected. Let up on 
your  mouse button and an icon 
labeled "Picture 1.png" appears on 
your desk  top. Drag that .png 
(portable network graphic) into an 
email or a  word processing docu-
ment and there you have a picture. 
If your hand is unsteady, press 
Command, shift, 4 and place your 
cursor over the  area you want and 
press the space bar. A camera ap-
pears and a picture  is taken result-
ing in another Picture.png on your 
desk top. If you  want the whole 
screen, change your key combina-
tion to command, shift,  3. You 

can .png photographs or any 
type of graphic that appears 
on  your screen too.  Another 
way of doing the same thing is to 
activate  the "Grab" application 
in your Utilities Folder. It is es-
sentially  the same type of opera-
tion with the added feature of 
being able to  select the type of 
cursor you want shown in your 
illustration. Use  the "Capture" 
menu to select the area you 
want. Grab also has a  "Help" 
menu which gives you all the 
det a i ls .  I f  yo u  are  a 
Dashboard  fan, Apple has a free 
Widget by Columbia University 
that is a third  way to do the 
same thing. Screen Shots Plus is 
the name of the Widget  and it 
can be found at Apple.com/
downloads/dashboard. 
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DAY DATE TIME CLASS BOOK TEACHER  
Sat Aug. 2 10:00 to Noon  Open Lab    
Sat Aug. 9 10:00 to Noon  Open Lab    
Mon Aug. 11 2:00  Address book & Mail (1/3)(Mac) 1 Shirley Allan  
Tues Aug. 12 7:00  INTERNET SIG     
Thur Aug. 14 to 24  Lab Closed for Association Housekeeping   
Tues Aug. 19 6:00  Presentation  Speaker’s Hall 
Thurs Aug. 21 9:00  Board Meeting  Idllywild Room 
Mon Aug. 25 2:00  Address book & Mail (2/3)(Mac) 1 Shirley Allan  
Sat Aug. 30 10:00 to Noon  Open Lab   

Day Date Time   

    10-12 12-1 

Fri Aug. 1 F. Lieb F. Diaz 
Sat. Aug. 2 C. Chu CLOSED 

        

Mon Aug. 4 C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue Aug. 5 J. Manion S. Cronin 
Wed Aug. 6 C. Voelker D. Feign 
Thu Aug. 7 B. Osborn N   Alpert 
Fri Aug. 8 R.  McCarthy F. Diaz 
Sat Aug. 9 L. Rowe CLOSED 

        
Mon Aug. 11 C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue Aug. 12 J. Manion S. Cronin 
Wed Aug. 13 C. Voelker D. Feign 
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Mon Aug. 25 C. Chu B. Crowley 
Tue Aug. 26 J. Manion  ? 

Wed Aug. 27 C. Voelker D. Feign 
Thu Aug. 28 B. Osborn E. Lynch 
Fri Aug. 29 The Kaczorowskis F. Diaz 

Sat Aug. 30 L. Rowe CLOSED 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

One of the biggest issued computer users 
experience is backing up and restoring their 
iTunes music library to the same computer 
or another computer, if necessary.   
Here are the steps to make a backup now so 
you’ll have it if anything goes wrong or you 
suddenly decide that a new laptop is in or-
der. 
 
1. In iTunes, click FILE. 
2. Click BACK UP TO DISC. 
3. The iTunes backup Dialog box appears. 
4. Click BACK UP ENTIRE iTUNES LI-

BRARY AND PLAYLISTS the first 
time you do this backup.  Click ONLY 
BACK UP ITEMS ADDED OR 
CHANGED SINCE LAST BACKUP if 
this is not your first time backing up 
iTunes. 

5. Click BACKUP. 
6. iTunes will request a blank disc be in-

serted. 
7. Insert the blank disc and the backup will 

start burning to the disc. 
 

Courtesy of Denise Welch of  
Computerworks, Inc.  
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Lyn Morse, President ........................................... 345-4466 ...................................... lynmorse@aol.com 
Shelia Harbet, VP Education ................................ 360-7146 .......................................... shelia@csun.edu 
Jan Grenert, Secretary, Newsletter Editor ............. 360-9085 ...................................... jgrenert@dc.rr.com 
Kent McDonald, Director - Communications ....... 345-2931 ........................... rkmcdonald@earthlink.net 
Jack Drill, Treasurer ............................................. 345-8709 .......................................... jdrill@dc.rr.com 
Barbara Kaye, Director - Maintenance ................. 772-6520 ............................... barbarak1775@aol.com 
Jerry Katler, Director of Programs ........................ 772-6405 ......................................... jerryk@dc.rr.com 

August Teacher 
Shirley Allan 345-5087 
 

Bits & Bytes is distributed to 
current members of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer 
Club, which provides this 
publication for informational 
purposes only.  The club 
neither endorses nor promotes 
any of the products or ser-
vices that have been men-
tioned or suggested herein, or 
at any meeting, and assumes 
no responsibility or liability 

Publication of the SCPD 
“Let’s Compute” Computer Club 

Address Correspondence to: 
Bits & Bytes 

38180 Del Webb Blvd. 
Palm Desert, CA  92211 

Volunteer Coordinators 
Call to volunteer: 

35 MM Scanner Coordinator  George Hans ............ 345-3875 
General Meeting Volunteers June Cross ................ 345-7876 
Supplies & News & Views Sharon Kiel .............. 772-0745 
News & Views  Jill Johnson .............................  
Monitor Coordinator Moe Sullivan ............ 772-4416 
 

August Lab Monitors 
Norm Alpert David Feign Ree McCarthy 
Cecilia Chu Bea Kaczorowski Bob Osborn 
Shirley Cronin Charlie Kaczorowski Leonette Rowe 
Bill Crowley Elinor Lynch Charley Voleker 
Frank Diaz John Manion  
   

 
35 MM Scanner Monitors 

George Hans  Walter Goldsmith  Leonette Rowe   

Committee Chairs 
Betsy Lewis .................... Finance Review Committee 
June Cross .......................................... Computer Sale 
Leroy Cox ........................................ Paper Exchange  
Pat Palladino......................... Nominating Committee 
 

INTERNET SIG ................. August  12  ............ 7:00 PM 
PRESENTATION .............. August 19  .............. 6:00 PM 
BOARD MEETING ........... August 21  .............. 9:00 AM 


